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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 14 May on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 
To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of the Royal 
Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its 
dependencies in the commonwealth of Australia.  
May it please Your Excellency: We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious sovereign 
and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.17 pm]: I had only just 
started talking about some matters I wanted to cover in my contribution to the Address-in-Reply debate, but I 
covered a very important aspect and that was my acknowledgement of the fantastic parliamentary career of Hon 
Norman Moore. I had also gone on to acknowledge the contributions of retiring members and to wish them well 
for the future.  

It might be a little unusual but I wanted to acknowledge the groundbreaking work undertaken by Hon Robyn 
McSweeney in sorting out the chaos she inherited in the child protection portfolio.  

Hon Sue Ellery: That’s absolutely not true. There was no chaos. Go and look at the history. Are you familiar 
with the Ford report?  

Hon HELEN MORTON: She has done some amazing work in getting substantial funding invested into this 
portfolio. The amount of funding she has been able to achieve for this portfolio has been unprecedented. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Why did she get dumped? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I was there when she argued for all the —  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Why did you undermine her?  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! Do not get excited.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President. I think it is a bit hard for the opposition to hear some of 
these comments, but they need to be heard.  

The substantial funding investment achieved by Hon Robyn McSweeney in that portfolio was, I think, in the 
vicinity of 39 per cent growth over that period.  

Hon Sue Ellery: Yet she was dumped.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: The reform was necessary due to the chaos that portfolio was in and she built real 
collaboration — 

Hon Sue Ellery: No; that’s just not true.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: — in valuing both the roles and responsibilities — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! We do not try to speak over members in the chamber; we allow them to make their 
comments. Everyone has the right to speak and an obligation in return to listen. Let us proceed on that basis. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I was just making a second point about the work Hon Robyn McSweeney had done to 
reform the sector. She valued the roles and responsibilities of the Department for Child Protection and non-
government workers and brought them together in a very collaborative way to work in the best interests of the 
child. One of the best areas that Hon Robyn McSweeney was particularly proud of—I remember her bringing the 
legislation into this place—was the special guardianship orders. Those orders promote a permanent home for 
children. There are now around 300 guardianship orders in operation. I do not think that has been well enough 
publicised. A member of Parliament spoke to me yesterday and indicated that if there was some way he could 
have a permanent role in the life of a child in a fostering capacity, he would go down that track. I asked that 
member whether he had heard of the special guardianship orders that were introduced and was able to talk to him 
about that. 

Another area Hon Robyn McSweeney oversaw was the legal mandatory reporting requirement for doctors, 
nurses, midwives, teachers and police who must mandatorily report child sexual abuse and refer those matters to 
the Department for Child Protection and Family Support. Mandatory reporting was undertaken, overseen and 
implemented by Hon Robyn McSweeney. 
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I am probably most impressed by the commencement of the “Signs of Safety Child Protection Practice 
Framework”. 

Hon Sue Ellery: When did that begin? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I am very aware that it got underway in mid-2008, but that is just getting it underway. 
Implementing it for the next four years was an amazing outcome. The framework involves undertaking a risk 
assessment and balancing risk with the involvement of the families. It is about working with the Department for 
Child Protection and Family Support to develop a future plan for the child and the child’s family to keep in 
contact. Where possible, it is also about looking at and working towards a family reunification if statutory 
intervention has removed a child from a family. That is now being implemented all these years later across 
Western Australia, other states of Australia and many other countries. It is a significant Western Australian 
development that has been exported to other countries. In 2009, the “Foster Care Partnership Practice 
Framework” got underway. That framework has been implemented between foster carers, agency and 
community organisations and child protection staff, and it guides the way that these groups work together for the 
children. This is not an easy portfolio and I did not have any involvement in it until very recently.  

I have received an enormous amount of briefing notes on a number of contentious issues. I have read the “Signs 
of Safety Child Protection Practice Framework” and the research that was undertaken in Western Australia for 
its development. I have become quite well-versed in the Signs of Safety framework. I suggest that the Leader of 
the Opposition might need to go back and look at that. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm): I am finding it difficult to hear and maybe 
Hansard is as well. The cross-flow of discussion is counterproductive. I gather that the minister is not keen on 
responding to interjections. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The foster care partnership that was implemented in 2009 is a guide for the way in 
which foster carers and child protection staff work together for the children. I have read the second edition of the 
“Foster Care Partnership Practice Framework” and understand how it has evolved since 2009. 

This is not an easy portfolio. There are contentious issues daily and the staff must weigh up the risks. It is 
incredibly complex, sensitive, highly emotional, contentious and extremely difficult. There are always a lot of 
opportunities for the opposition to sensationalise issues but I do not believe Hon Sue Ellery was doing that. I 
might add that I hope Hon Sally Talbot will take a similarly measured view to some of the sensitive matters that 
come up from time to time. It is a difficult portfolio. I do not know how other people are affected by it but a man 
turned up at my electorate office angry at the Department for Child Protection and Family Support, the Family 
Court and all matters relating to the way he and his child were affected. He was very, very angry at my staff 
who, of course, have no connection with the Department for Child Protection and Family Support. 
Unfortunately, that incident has meant I have had to put extra security around my electorate office because that is 
the nature of this very contentious, highly charged and emotional portfolio we are dealing with. Obviously, we 
must be very conscious about the impact it has on people’s lives. Child protection workers deal with people like 
that every day, day in, day out. Hon Robyn McSweeney oversaw this very difficult portfolio with passion, 
commitment and genuine intent, and I hope that I can do so as well. 

I will talk about some of the amazing outcomes at the last election across the East Metropolitan Region. This is a 
topic that I have talked about at length because I am so proud and pleased with the outcome. When I joined the 
Parliament in 2005, there were two Liberal upper house members for the East Metropolitan Region, both of 
whom were women, Hon Donna Faragher and me. There were also two lower house members, Hon John Day, 
who was the member for Darling Range at that time, and Mr Tony Simpson, who was the member for 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale at that time. Four Liberal members covered the entire East Metropolitan Region in 
Parliament—two lower house and two upper house members. We all lived in the region, which made a 
difference. In 2008, that figure increased to three upper house members and five lower house members. The 
number of Liberal members of Parliament covering the whole of the East Metropolitan Region increased from 
four to eight. We then had three women representing the East Metropolitan Region in the upper house because 
Hon Alyssa Hayden joined us and now there are five Liberal members from the East Metropolitan Region in the 
lower house, including Ian Britza, Michael Sutherland and Frank Alban. Four years later in 2013, again three 
women were re-elected to the upper house but the number in the lower house increased to seven members. Out 
of 14 lower house seats across the East Metropolitan Region, we have increased our numbers from two members 
of Parliament to seven and, of course, we have three upper house members. That brings the total number of our 
members across the East Metropolitan Region to 10. In the space of two elections, the number has increased 
from four to 10. I am absolutely thrilled that Glenys Godfrey, the member for Belmont, won that seat on her 
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third attempt over four elections. There was one election in between that she did not run in because she was the 
Mayor of Belmont. I worked with Glenys as the upper house patron for her seat and I have enormous respect for 
the work she did. For her to come into that seat on her third attempt, a woman over 60 years of age, is I think an 
amazing outcome and I look forward to having lots more to do with Glenys in the seat of Belmont. The other 
person who joined us, of course, is Nathan Morton, my nephew, for the seat of Forrestfield. It is good to know 
that he is in that position as well. The thing I can say about all these people, both in the upper house and the 
lower house, is they all live in the region. Yes; silence! They all live in the region and they have incredibly 
strong connections to the region. It is not only because of the campaigns, the hard work and the incredible 
connections with the region; we have really good, solid policies that enabled people in the East Metropolitan 
Region to make a very clear distinction about who they wanted to vote for, and they did. 

Let me just tell members about some of the policies and some of the outcomes that I think swayed people to 
think about this for us. In education—yes, there are good things about education. A fact that I find really 
interesting is that in 2008, 84.3 per cent of the students attained the WA Certificate of Education. In 2012 that 
had risen to 90.9 per cent, so the number of children who are now going through, achieving their WA Certificate 
of Education and not dropping out has been an incredible — 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: That’s because we made it compulsory! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: We are talking about 2008 to 2012, so the member needs to go back and get her dates 
worked out. As an unfortunate failed Minister for Education, she just has not got her dates right again. 

The following new schools were built in this region over the past five years: in 2008, the Bullsbrook District 
High School; 2008, Ellen Stirling Primary School; 2010, Wattle Grove Primary School; 2012, Ellenbrook 
Secondary College; 2012, Aveley Primary School; 2012, Malvern Springs Primary School; 2012, West Byford 
Primary School; 2012, Piara Waters Primary School; and 2013, Governor Stirling Senior High School, as a 
replacement school. I have to say that Hon Donna Faragher worked solidly on getting that replacement for 
Governor Stirling Senior High School. It was because of work by members like Hon Donna Faragher that we got 
the swing that we got in the East Metropolitan Region, for these sorts of things, and I will talk about some of the 
things that Hon Alyssa Hayden did as well. 

We also got some awards in this time as well. In 2012, the WA beginning teacher of the year was Rachel Lear 
from West Beechboro Primary School. In 2011, the WA Premier’s primary teacher of the year was Tonya Wood 
from Sawyers Valley Primary School. In 2011, WA secondary principal of the year was Stefan Silcox from 
Ballajura Community College. This is the sort of work that is happening in the East Metropolitan Region. Of 
course, in the latest election, commitments were made for the establishment of the region’s first university. What 
a fantastic outcome that is for the East Metropolitan Region, to have a university campus in Midland. I often say 
to people that we have almost all the prisons in the East Metropolitan Region but we do not have any of the 
universities, but things are just starting to change in that respect. 

Not that long ago we had a Liberal Party strategic planning couple of days, and each of the upper house members 
had to present to the rest of the party what their primary issues were in their region. Most people would go in 
talking about health, education, police, law and order and what have you; my colleagues and I went in saying, 
“Roads, roads, roads”. Transport was the biggest issue for us in the East Metropolitan Region, and I am so 
thrilled that our government has responded to us by acknowledging that we have all the major road intersections 
coming through the East Metropolitan Region—whether it is the South Western Highway coming into 
Armadale, the Albany Highway coming into Armadale, the Brookton Highway, which I come in off when I 
come back from our property at Pingelly, Great Eastern Highway, Great Northern Highway, the Toodyay 
Highway, or whatever—those roads and all the transport that goes along them come into the East Metropolitan 
Region. Then we have the Kewdale area, which is not in the East Metropolitan Region in terms of the way it is 
structured, although these roads all lead to the Forrestfield and Kewdale areas with the trains as well. 

In this time frame we have had $40 million for the intersection of Reid Highway and Alexander Drive and 
$30 million for the intersection of Reid Highway and Mirrabooka Avenue. Both intersections were amongst the 
top crash black spots in the metropolitan area for a number of years, but calls from the community for something 
to be done to fix them were totally ignored by Labor, but this government got it done. There was a $94 million 
extension of Reid Highway from West Swan Road to Great Northern Highway, including a new bridge over the 
Swan River; and $112 million for the intersection of Great Eastern Highway and Roe Highway in Midland. Who 
can forget that horrible, horrible crash that took place there when a truck was unable to stop coming down the 
hill to that intersection? There was a $267 million upgrade of Great Eastern Highway from Kooyong Road to 
Tonkin Highway. Work has recently commenced on the long-awaited Tonkin Highway and Abernethy Road 
intersection, and the on-ramp at a cost of about $16 million. There are many more of these roads in and around 
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the areas of Forrestfield and Maida Vale, which have been significantly embraced by the local community. They 
were the people who made it absolutely clear that they needed to see these things fixed, and our government 
responded to that. 

As many members will be aware, the Minister for Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, recently announced the 
awarding of a contract to construct the $1 billion Gateway WA project, which is being jointly funded by the state 
and commonwealth governments. This is an amazing piece of infrastructure that is going to create a precinct, a 
travel process between the airport and the city. At the moment, if we drive in from the airport to the city, we 
really are up against it in terms of getting through the traffic lights and the roads and everything that is there, and 
of course some of the access areas are not that beautiful, but this is going to completely redevelop that area. The 
major components will include the construction of interchanges at the intersections of Tonkin Highway and 
Leach Highway; Tonkin Highway, Horrie Miller Drive and Kewdale Road; and Leach Highway and Abernethy 
Road; as well as the widening of the Tonkin Highway to six lanes. I have done it myself; I know that it takes me 
an hour to get from Kalamunda into the city in peak-hour traffic, and I might have to wait for three light changes 
at some of these intersections to get through the road. I deliberately make an effort to not travel in peak hour 
times, so I either come beforehand or leave later, because just getting through the intersections at that time of the 
day is hopeless.  

How good are the three lanes of the Graham Farmer Freeway tunnel? Do members remember all the complaints 
and the worrywarts and everything about what was going to happen if we put three lanes in the tunnel? It has 
made a big difference to people from the East Metropolitan Region to be able to get into the city to have that 
third lane and not have to wait and wait to get onto the tunnel road. More recently, there is the Perth–Darwin 
highway, and I have to commend Hon Alyssa Hayden for the untiring work she has done, working with the 
Minister for Transport to get the commitment to that Perth–Darwin highway along with, I might add, the 
university in Midland. She has done well to do that and, of course, the work to get the railway line to the airport 
and out to Forrestfield. It is all good news for the East Metropolitan Region in terms of transport. 

People in the East Metropolitan Region were particularly keen to talk about law and order. The Minister for 
Police went out to Armadale twice, and to Gosnells, Belmont, Midland and Mirrabooka. A number of law and 
order forums were held to which the police minister and others were invited. I attended many of those and heard 
the requests people made to improve response times and do better on other law and order issues in the East 
Metropolitan Region. One of the statistics I will give members is on reported offences. In 2007–08, there were 
40 429 reported offences in the south east metropolitan police district; and in 2011–12, there were 37 012 
reported offences in the same area, which is a decrease of eight per cent. At the start of 2013, an additional 
five police FTEs were permanently allocated to Armadale Police Station. The Minister for Police went out to 
Armadale, on one occasion with me and on another occasion with the local government. The minister had all of 
the information around the incidence of crime and she was easily able to recognise that this was an area that 
needed additional resources. Over the first term of the government people let us know over and again how much 
they wanted us to increase funding to WA Police. We have increased funding by 27 per cent since our first 
budget, and have overseen the recruitment of an additional 330 police and police auxiliary officers, with 170 
more police already funded for recruitment next year. We built more prison capacity at a cost of $657 million, 
and oversaw strict new parole policies, reducing the proportion of offenders who were granted parole from more 
than 90 per cent to less than 30 per cent. The introduction of mandatory six-month sentences for assaulting and 
harming police received a very positive response in the electorate; and after these laws came into effect, there 
was a 28 per cent drop in reported assaults against police. We introduced laws targeting irresponsible hosts of 
out-of-control parties. I was present at some of the forums where people were talking to the police minister about 
this initiative and were giving her very strong feedback about how they felt about the introduction of legislation 
for out-of-control parties that gave police strong powers to arrest troublemakers. We backed that with 
$8.8 million for arrest buses and more police dogs. People were very appreciative of the increased penalties for 
graffiti vandalism and the re-establishment of the Graffiti Taskforce, resulting in a 73 per cent drop in graffiti 
offences. They talked about the government providing people with access to information on child sex offenders 
through the community protection website, and the new laws that allow electronic tagging of sex offenders. I do 
not know whether that has happened yet, but people were talking very positively about that as an option as well.  

People in the East Metropolitan Region decided for many reasons that they wanted this government to continue 
its work in law and order, transport and education, and I understand from the places I visited that people were 
also saying that this is a government they want to continue to do work in the mental health area as well.  

I will talk about some of the commitments that have been made across the portfolio areas that I am responsible 
for and how important they are. First, I will talk about the government’s commitments in the disability services 
portfolio. These include abolishing ACROD permits for people with disabilities who require an accessible 
parking bay, which will cost around $3.4 million over four years. Currently, it costs $20 for the registration fee 
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and then a fee of $20 every two years. People with disability will find they are not disadvantaged by having to 
pay these fees to park and access shopping centres, events or wherever these ACROD permits enable them to 
park.  
The next area I will mention concerns $9 million allocated over four years to provide appropriate housing to 
enhance support arrangements so that younger people with disability are not residing inappropriately in aged-
care facilities. I think it was in December 2012 or January 2013—I cannot remember, but certainly before the 
election—when I went to Kalgoorlie to open one of these facilities that is operated by the Goldfields Individual 
and Family Support Association. It was remarkable to drive up the street and see a facility in a nice little house 
that looks like all the other houses in the street, yet it accommodates around six people who are probably in their 
50s who have come out of nursing homes to live in a home-like environment with the required staff around 
them. These people need a high level of support and care, but they certainly do not need this to be delivered in an 
aged-care facility. Throughout the facility I saw the personalised imprints of these people. I mean that literally, 
because there were some placemats and a table runner that were decorated with handprints, which these people 
had put on with paint and which then had been screen-printed. They had personalised the facilities in such a way 
that people were able to leave their own imprint on the place when they moved there, and they were involved in 
lots of activities that younger people get involved in. The government has decided that it needs to do some more 
of this, and $9 million has been allocated over the four years of this term of government to ensure that we can 
provide more of these facilities so that younger people do not need to move into nursing homes when they need 
that high level of care.  

The other issue that I am really quite interested in is a respite home in Gosnells that will provide families and 
carers with a break from their caring role. The government made an announcement as part of its 2008 election 
commitment, and at that time we had sufficient funding to build four of these facilities. However, because the 
Shire of York gifted to the Disability Services Commission the land to enable one of these facilities to be built, 
we could stretch the funding to provide five of these facilities. The last of these facilities will be built in 
Gosnells. Once again, I commend the amazing work that parents and carers provide to people with disability, but 
we know that carers need a break from time to time. I have heard these young folk who are living with parents or 
carers actually refer to these facilities as their holiday home. When I was at York, there were people going 
around with their families saying that they wanted to book a particular room for their holiday! They saw the 
facility as their holiday home; and their families would get a break and perhaps be able to go on a holiday 
themselves or even just have some time at home without having to provide that full-time care, which they give to 
their family members with unconditional love. It is hard work as well and often they are providing care 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. I am thrilled that we are able to open the fifth home in Gosnells.  

The last of the initiatives I want to speak about in the disability services area is quite innovative. The government 
will establish and fund a position of executive officer to assist Australian disability enterprises to obtain work 
contracts from local government and the private sector.  

We find that people with disability are able to work, but it is very difficult for them to get work. Australian 
disability enterprises, which are commonwealth-funded enterprises, enable people to work in a meaningful and 
productive way. These enterprises get contracts from local government, state government and the private sector. 
They cost out their services at market rates and compete for contracts. The Western Australian government’s 
policy is that if a government agency wants to procure a service from one of these Australian disability 
enterprises, it does not have to go to tender; that service can be procured and the contract renewed without 
having to go to tender. I do not know whether members have heard of Haydn Lowe, but not that long ago he was 
the CEO of the Disability Services Commission. Haydn Lowe has been consulting on this project and he has 
managed to work with a number of different agencies to get this position based in the Department of Finance, 
where procurement takes place. We now have a position in the Department of Finance, where the procurement 
takes place, to assist the Australian disability enterprises to both find work and push work through to people. 

I had a terrific day at Crown Perth. I spent half a day there and I was shown all the areas at Crown in which 
people with disability are employed. Corporate entities such as Crown recognise the value of people with 
disability. The man who showed me around was one of Crown’s key employees. He had a disability, but he was 
able to support, encourage and enthuse Crown to recognise that there needed to be a special program to 
encourage more employment of people with disability. Putting Haydn Lowe in contact with this chap and 
enabling them to work together means that we can build more of that sort of work. They are some of the 
initiatives that will be pursued in the disability area in this term of government. 

I will now talk about some of the areas around the Mental Health Commission. One of the thrills of the last term 
of government was opening the 22-bed step-down facility at Joondalup. We came up with the idea, developed a 
policy around it and got the funding for it, the designs were undertaken and the facility was built. Neami has the 
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contract to manage the facility. This facility is now up and running. It will give GPs or the families of people 
with disability the option of getting those people into care with 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week supervision. 
The facility has a psychiatrist and clinical mental health nurses on board. These people do not need to be so 
acutely unwell that they have to go via an emergency department or into the acute mental health inpatient unit. 
These people recognise that their illness is starting to spiral to the point at which they need some professional 
help to get their illness stabilised. This facility will enable that to happen. People can also move out of hospital 
into this facility once the acute illness stage has stabilised, but a number of other things in their life have not yet 
been sorted out, such as accommodation, employment or training, connections, or budgeting and finances. Those 
sorts of things need to be sorted out, but these people do not need to sit in an acute bed of a hospital while they 
are sorted out. The step-down services of a subacute facility will facilitate people’s discharge from an acute 
hospital, but will also give people the opportunity of another month to sort out those matters. 

Four more of those facilities are on the drawing board, plus another two that were announced during the election 
campaign. There will be one in Rockingham, one in Mandurah, one in Broome, one in the goldfields and I 
cannot think of the other one off the top of my head. During the election campaign, we announced that there will 
be one in Bunbury and one in Karratha. Again, these facilities will make a big difference to the way that people 
can access services somewhere in between their home and their family and an acute hospital. 

I know that everybody is awaiting the introduction of the Mental Health Bill to Parliament. I am really keen that 
that bill will come in this year; it is a priority. An amount of $16.5 million has already been allocated towards 
some of the changes that will have to be built in on a recurrent basis. Some of the key changes are the charter of 
rights; the notification rights for family members, carers and guardians; the concept of a nominated person; and, 
of course, the almighty change that is necessary—that is, police transport. We have gone a little further on the 
police transport issue. At the moment the bill states that only the police are authorised to undertake this form of 
transport, but we have the funding to both build a specialised mental health ambulance for the metropolitan area 
and put on staff and properly trained security people to enable that to happen. These specially designed vehicles 
could be built now so that they are ready to be up and running when the bill is assented to. 

I also want to talk about the operation of the mental health court diversion pilot program. Last week and the 
week before, I spent three sessions in the court system and met with the magistrates to understand how the 
diversion program works. I sat with Judge Denis Reynolds and the other magistrates at the Children’s Court. I 
am really getting a good feel about this. I had permission from the young people in the Children’s Court and 
from adults coming into the court system to sit in on their court process so I could hear how mental health 
practitioners, lawyers and police prosecutors interact with one another to ensure that these people get into a 
treatment stream of action rather than into the judicial stream. Obviously, it requires these people to adhere to 
their treatment program. More recently, I was at the Drug Court to see how it is being expanded into an alcohol 
court, which was one of our election commitments, to enable people who have had problems with the law as a 
result of either their mental illness or their drug or alcohol problems to be diverted into a treatment program 
rather than going through the judicial system.  

This week I met with some people from the Queensland Mental Health Review Tribunal. 

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.]  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

The PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Members, we are on order of the day 1, the Address-in-Reply. I will 
pose the question in a second, but I just outline for members that it is customary that valedictory and inaugural 
speeches are not timed, as is normal in general debates of this nature. They proceed on the understanding that 
general agreement has been reached on the order and length of the speeches negotiated and agreed to through the 
Whips. It is also customary that members pay due respect and courtesy during these speeches, and in the case of 
maiden speeches that means no interjections. 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [7.31 pm]: Mr President, it is with great trepidation that I stand 
here tonight delivering my first speech in this place, not because this is my first speech but because I stand here 
tonight knowing that the people of my region have charged me with the great privilege and responsibility to 
serve them in this place. I would like to extend my gratitude to you, Mr President, and to the parliamentary staff 
who have made me feel so very welcome since my election on 5 April. Nothing has been too much trouble and 
the wise counsel that has been offered has been very beneficial in these first few weeks. 

I am the son of farming parents. I am a first generation Australian. My parents are two of the rare few who spent 
their entire childhood growing up in Perth and who then went on to make the bush their home and agriculture 
their living. I was born in Byford, Western Australia in 1982. My parents at the time were working at a small 
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piggery in the area. It was not long before my brother joined me the following year, and this young family 
headed for new opportunities to the wheatbelt north of Merredin. My parents were young and we were by no 
means wealthy in a material sense but my childhood was rich. My father worked three jobs; by day at the 
piggery and by night at either the local roadhouse or the steel fabrication factory. It was whilst we were in 
Merredin that my brother and I were joined by a sister. 

Some of my strongest childhood memories were of living there in our small fibro house with rainbow carpets; 
being entertained by dad in the cool of the afternoon; being pulled behind the motorbike in our pedal carts, the 
pedals going that fast that I am sure if we had put our feet near them, we would have broken our ankles or worse; 
and weekends spent on the farm dams catching julgies with the Gray family—lots of memories. It was when I 
was seven years old that my family moved to Gingin. Gingin was very different from Merredin. It was a greener, 
cooler place. We had a brook, the ocean was only half an hour away, and for the first time our family lived in a 
new but modest brick home. It was in Gingin that my siblings and I developed a love for horses that my father 
had, and over the coming years we all had the pleasure of riding fine equine specimens from the free section of 
the Quokka. One thing is for sure that after that baptism of fire, we could ride any horse—or so my father would 
tell us. 

Gingin had only a district high school; so, as year 11 approached, I faced the decision of heading to Perth for my 
senior high school education or to board in the country. I do not recall the decision taking me very long. I had 
known only country life at this point, apart from the rare occasions when we would stay with our grandparents 
during the school holidays for swimming lessons in Perth. It was a decision that I remember making swiftly but 
one that I have never regretted. Whilst my friends were off to start trade apprenticeships or to attend schooling in 
Perth or at agricultural colleges in Cunderdin or Morawa, I was heading to Central Midlands Senior High School 
in Moora. I boarded at St James Residential College, along with about 40 other country kids from across the 
state. Moora was quite a change. Not only was it the first time I was to live away from my parents, but also it 
was the first time I had any interaction with Aboriginal people. Although Moora is only an hour up the road, or 
two hours on the Transwa bus on a Sunday afternoon, it was a vastly different community from the one I had 
grown up with. It was not until my last year of school in Moora that I learnt just how strong and resilient this 
community was. On 20 March 1999, 80 millimetres of rain fell within six hours in the Moore River catchment as 
a result of severe tropical cyclone Elaine. This in isolation may not seem extraordinary but after two days of 
relentless rain it was enough to become a serious problem. Locals had seen the river rise and fall over the years 
and there was nothing to be alarmed about as the river continued to rise on Saturday afternoon, but by early 
Sunday morning, dogs were waking locals as water advanced into backyards and others awoke to find the water 
already knee-deep in their bedrooms. 

This town, which I had known for only a little more than a year, amazed me. It did not matter who you were, 
where you were from or what task you got assigned to do, everyone just got on with it. Much of my class was 
shipped off to neighbouring schools to continue with what was to be their final TEE year as the State Emergency 
Service set up operations in our high school. As the head boy of the senior high school, I could not return to my 
studies at that time. I felt that, like everyone else in the town, I had a responsibility to do my bit. Once the water 
had receded, I returned to the town and began work setting up the relief centre in the school gymnasium. It was 
not long after that that donations of clothing, food and cleaning equipment started rolling in from across the state 
and it was my job to manage its collection and distribution. It was only a small task, when we consider the 
enormity of the recovery effort, but one that I remain proud to this day to have done and to have played my part 
during those rough few weeks in that community. 

I had been an emergency service volunteer before moving to Moora, but I think my experience there encouraged 
me to continue to serve my community. Returning home to the farm after completing year 12, I commenced my 
university education by distance education while I worked for mum and dad. I became more active in my local 
fire brigade, and at the age of 18 was elected captain of my local fire and rescue service station. I was on a steep 
learning curve, as my station had responsibility for two major highways, the Brand and Great Northern. Shortly 
after, I was accepted into the career fire and rescue service. I would spend the next six years as a career 
firefighter, most of which was served at Belmont Fire Station. It was a great job but even greater were the people 
I worked with, who became my extended family. We shared our ups and downs together and I made lifelong 
friends from the time I spent on B platoon at Belmont Fire Station. 

My involvement with politics commenced in a formal sense in the early 2000s. I was nervous about joining a 
political party. I do not come from an overtly political family; however, I hazard a guess that they were 
traditionally conservative voters. My family had no connection with the Nationals and I hesitated. “What am I 
signing myself up for?”, I thought. It was not long after I received a phone call from Darren Moir, the president 
of the Young Nationals at the time. He sounded normal, apart from calling me tiger and the odd tickety-boo 
thrown into the conversation. He was from a farm in Borden and not much older than I was, and all of a sudden 
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it was not so scary after all. There was a good group of young Nationals at the time I joined who probably had 
the greatest influence on me: Hon Brendon Grylls, Mia Davies, Michael Rose, Daniel Spillman, Jo Hawksley 
and, of course, Darren, to name a few. We were more of a social club of country kids who would get together a 
few times a year, have a beer and knock some ideas around. We were encouraged by some of our more senior 
members such as the late John Saint and party stalwart Marjorie Green, who backed us young ones, including 
our controversial civil unions motion at our state conference. It was a great time to be involved. Our party was 
on the cusp of change—a new leader, new policy and rejuvenation in our party’s base that reflected the changing 
landscape that is regional politics. Hon Grant Woodhams and Hon Murray Criddle had a great influence on my 
being in this place today. These two gentlemen encouraged me to achieve what I thought not long ago was 
impossible. Both have been outstanding representatives for regional Western Australia and tonight I 
acknowledge their contribution.  

It was this time last year that I was preparing for my second preselection, after having contested the same region 
in 2008, fourth on the Legislative Council ticket for the Nationals. Our Parliament needs a mix of people to make 
it fully representational of our electorates and although that includes ethnicity, gender and background, I also 
believe that one’s age is an important factor that political parties need to consider. If there is one thing that our 
small political party could not be criticised for, it would be its encouragement of young people and women to 
become involved in politics. Although I was not active in the party when Brendon Grylls was first preselected to 
contest the seat of Merredin at a by-election, I understand he was not the natural choice in a field of much more 
experienced candidates. I am sure that there were similar rumblings within the party at the time about this 
energetic young man from a farm near Corrigin who had upset the preselection process and won. On many 
occasions over the past 12 months I have reflected on the advice provided to me at the time by Hon Brendon 
Grylls. He said to have faith and trust in the members of our party as they have not got this wrong before. I hope 
that I honour the faith and trust that those members have placed in me and in my service for my electorate over 
the next four years.  

I often reflect on the contemporary political debates with my peers surrounding vexed issues and wonder 
whether there will be a point when we look back and wonder: What was all that about? Why did it take us so 
long to get there? Generational change is real and that means that the values and beliefs of each generation are 
different. If members accept my argument that each generation has differing values and beliefs, how can this 
place be truly representational of the community until we have a much broader cross-section of the community 
represented here? With half the region’s voters aged 44 years or under, how do we challenge young people to 
seek office in this place? I hope that I am able to connect with my region’s young people and help restore some 
of the trust and respect that was once associated with political life. Too often politics gets in the way of good 
policy. I am sure I will be guilty of it too at some stage. However, some issues are just too important for us to 
accept failure.  

One matter that is close to my heart is the protection of both career and volunteer firefighters. Tonight, as I 
deliver my first speech to this place, firefighters employed within commonwealth jurisdictions at our airports and 
our defence facilities have a far superior level of protection than those employed by the state or engaged as 
volunteers. Fire protection in this state and all states of Australia is predominantly delivered by volunteers. In 
Western Australia, the volunteer fire services number more than 30 000 in comparison with 1 000 career staff. 
An incident tonight at Perth Airport would trigger a massive response from fire agencies, including those 
employed at Perth Airport and those stationed around Perth within the fire and rescue services. While these 
commonwealth and state firefighters work alongside each other, the protections offered by the state to our career 
and volunteer personnel remain inferior. In 2011, the federal Parliament, off the back of a Senate committee’s 
findings, strong scientific evidence and action globally, moved to protect firefighters by passing rebuttable 
presumptive legislation. This legislation reversed the burden of proof required from the employee to the 
employer. In the event of a firefighter contracting one of 12 prescribed cancers and then satisfying several 
criteria, including varying lengths of service for each cancer type, the development of the cancer is assumed to 
be as a result of their exposure to the hazards of firefighting. Firefighters and their families fighting a bout of 
cancer, some quite seriously, need to remain focused on their treatment and recovery. They do not need to be 
worried about a legal battle with insurers or how their family may be able to survive financially should they lose 
that fight. I could talk extensively on this issue, but being conscious of the time, I will not. I will say, however, 
that this Parliament needs to address this as a matter of urgency. 

The electorate that I represent in this place, the Agricultural Region, is some 200 000 square kilometres of 
Western Australia’s finest country. To put that into some perspective, my electorate compares in size with the 
state of Victoria at 227 000 square kilometres. It stretches to Kalbarri in the north, to Merredin in the east and to 
Bremer Bay on our south coast. It adjoins the metropolitan area and the South West Region on its western 
boundary. The region has great diversity in its local economic drivers. Spread over a large geographic area, 
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making comparisons with the rich farming and viticulture area of the great southern and the tourism and pastoral 
base of Kalbarri is often difficult. However, one strong factor transcends these communities—that is, country 
people. 

Agriculture, fishing and forestry are the major sources of employment in the region, and have been for the best 
part of the last century or more. Whilst all three of these industries have experienced fairly tumultuous times for 
various reasons over the last decade, I remain optimistic about their future. The production of food and fibre in 
Australia is one of our natural and economic strengths. At the risk of sounding clichéd, the exponential growth of 
the global population will inevitably place immense pressure on our environment and our ability to feed the 
world’s people. I strongly suspect that within my lifetime, we will experience our markets more closely watching 
agricultural commodities in the same way that we seem to be so fixated on gold and oil today. 

I spent my early years growing up on a farm; my partner’s parents are farmers from Jitarning, near Kulin, and I 
come from a region that derives much of its wealth from agriculture. I think I am close enough to my community 
to understand the challenges facing the sector, not only in the agricultural industry, but also in small business 
more generally. In a recent interview on ABC NewsRadio, Mr Stephen Carroll, a director of the Australian 
Bankers’ Association, referred to Australian Bureau of Statistics figures released recently that showed that 
one per cent of agribusinesses were having difficulty accessing finance, in comparison with the average figure 
across all other industries, which was seven per cent. Whilst I do not intend to shift the focus from the challenges 
in agriculture, because they are real, we must consider them in the context of other small businesses, because 
they are facing similar financial challenges. 

Mining is a growth industry and a major contributor to the region and the state. Whether it is natural gas, mineral 
sands or iron ore, mining has been part of this region for many decades. That may have become more apparent in 
recent years, with the proposed development of the Oakajee port and the magnetite projects planned for the 
midwest and the great southern; however, this industry is by no means new to our region. Mining offers our 
communities the ability to diversify local economies, create local jobs and provide more sustainable growth. It is 
often claimed that agriculture cannot coexist with mining—a claim that I do not accept. We need both industries 
to remain strong for our communities to prosper. I often hear the statement, repeated ad nauseam, that we cannot 
eat rocks; as an attack on the mining industry, this narrow view fails to consider how important minerals such as 
iron ore are to our industrialised world. A scarcity in the supply of iron ore and other minerals would 
undoubtedly place pressure on agriculture, an industry that has mechanised and modernised by enormous 
proportions over the last 50 years. Competing land and water use amongst industry is not new and will continue 
to raise its head from time to time. Good planning and governance is needed to manage these competing 
interests. 

With the Agricultural Region bordering the Perth CBD on the northern, eastern and south-eastern boundaries, 
there is enormous potential for tourism. The opportunities are too many to list fully; however, towns such as 
Kalbarri, Jurien Bay, Lancelin and York, and areas such as the Avon Valley, the Pinnacles, the Porongorups and 
the vast array of national parks across our region, offer great variety to tourism ventures and tourists alike. 
Royalties for regions has invested heavily in tourism over the last four years, an investment that I support and 
hope will continue in this term so that we can exploit the unique opportunities that our state offers and attract 
more interstate and international travellers. 

I often hear the claim that young people are no longer calling the bush their home, and that they are moving to 
the big smoke for opportunities that no longer exist in the regions. The facts are something quite different. The 
Agricultural Region is home to some 137 000 Western Australians, and 43 per cent of them are younger than 
34 years of age. I found that statistic astonishing when it was released in 2011 by the ABS. As governments 
scramble to meet the challenge of caring for the ageing in our community over coming decades, I hope we do not 
lose sight of the potential in our young people. They are innovative, educated, adaptable and prepared to meet 
the challenges of the future.  

This leads me to the next point I wish to make this evening, and that is about volunteers. With the majority of my 
extended family living in Perth, I am convinced that many Western Australians take for granted the availability 
and provision of services in our regions, especially essential and emergency services. We all expect that when 
we dial 000, help will be on its way. Not for one minute do I think that this is an unreasonable expectation; 
however, the majority of these responses—whether by the State Emergency Service, the fire services, St John 
Ambulance or the marine rescue services—are carried out by volunteers. I recognise that it is not viable for small 
country towns to have paid staff performing these functions, for a range of reasons—the first being that, as a 
state, we cannot afford it. There are more than 30 000 fire volunteers and 2 000 ambulance volunteers in this 
state alone. I think just about every regional community is being affected by dwindling volunteer numbers and, 
as a product of that, volunteer burnout is on the rise. According to the Department for Communities in the report 
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“Economic Value of Volunteering in Western Australia”, based on 2006 Australian Bureau of Statistics data, the 
annual value of volunteering in publicly oriented fields was in excess of $1 billion. Of that, $59 million was the 
estimated value of volunteering in emergency services alone. That is not to say that if the government was to do 
away with emergency service volunteers, it would cost only $59 million. I believe volunteering in our country 
communities has a bright future, but as policymakers we often need to remind ourselves of the community’s 
expectations in relation to service delivery, whether for emergency services or for a host of other volunteer 
organisations within our community, and the cost benefit to government of having volunteers provide that 
service. I was in Kalbarri on Monday this week and I met with Mr Mac Holt, deputy unit manager of the 
Kalbarri State Emergency Service. Whilst touring the emergency service facility, which in recent years has 
received support from royalties for regions, Mac explained to me the investment it is making in its volunteers 
and how it has grown its membership base from a limited few to a reliable number, with succession planning 
well underway.  
One area that government needs to address to relieve some burden on volunteers is the arrangements for non-
urgent patient transfer. I attended many of the Southern Inland Health Initiative consultation meetings last year 
and the two common issues raised were non-urgent patient transfer and the patient assisted travel scheme. Our 
expensive emergency ambulances and our increasingly precious volunteers are becoming burdened with inter-
hospital transfers of a non-urgent nature. For a town such as Jurien Bay or Moora, this is taking emergency 
response resources, as well as a volunteer crew, out of town for five or more hours. For a one-ambulance town, 
as many towns are, this would mean that for that length of time the local emergency response capacity would be 
severely diminished. I am told that this is taking its toll on our ambulance volunteers. I was pleased that during 
the election campaign the Nationals announced an initiative to in some small way recognise the work of our 
emergency service volunteers. A $2 000 fuel card will be provided to each emergency service group in regional 
Western Australia to recognise their contribution to the community. This card is not intended to fill up the tank 
in the fire truck; it is to recognise the contribution, which frequently is a financial contribution, that volunteers 
make to their community. 

I also make some comments in relation to the patient assisted travel scheme, or PATS, as it is commonly known. 
I am very proud of the much-needed investment boost of PATS that the government funded through royalties for 
regions when it came to government in 2008; however, the time has come for a more comprehensive review of 
this program. The line-on-the-map approach as a sole eligibility measure is not providing the safety net that 
regional people need to access specialist medical care. During the election I met a family living in Bindoon that 
had two disabled children requiring ongoing specialist health care that was available only in Perth. Bindoon is 
their home and, more importantly, is where their extended family is located, which provides them essential 
support to care for their children. I was told that on occasion the family travels three times a week to Perth for 
health care. Because Bindoon is 80 kilometres from the Perth CBD, this family is not eligible for PATS, which 
requires a minimum distance of 100 kilometres from the nearest eligible medical specialist. Staying in Perth 
overnight is not an option for this family either. Getting by on a carers payment, even with PATS eligibility, 
would offer them only $75 a night towards commercial accommodation. There is no doubt they are doing it 
tough. The program must be more needs based and responsive to individual family needs. I appreciate the 
requirement for eligibility criteria, but there then should be some way of allowing the department to provide 
some discretion for applications based on exceptional circumstances.  

I will talk briefly about the election campaign and make some specific mention of those who provided me with a 
great amount of support. Firstly, having been involved in several state and federal election campaigns, the role 
that the Western Australian Electoral Commission plays in conducting these enormous logistical operations is 
not fully recognised, in my view. There were 456 candidates vying for 95 places in the state’s Parliament. There 
were nearly 800 polling places run by nearly 7 500 casual staff. This state government department has only 49 
staff, yet it performs one of the most important functions of our democracy, the successful operation of our 
elections. The Agricultural Region is a big place, and I would like to acknowledge Paul Brown, Jill Sounness, 
Cathie Bowen and Rosalba Butterworth. These four fine people ran alongside me on the party’s ticket, with 
enormous support from their respective families I am sure. We had a lot of fun, amongst the more serious 
moments of the campaign. I recall the first door of the campaign that I knocked on was out the back of Bindoon, 
in the country club estate, where I caught the resident by surprise as he was taking a leak off the back veranda. I 
am not sure who was more surprised or embarrassed. I still left my flyer with him in case he had any questions—
not offering a handshake on this occasion—and then continued on my way. Whilst doorknocking will always 
provide us with an endless supply of near misses and funny stories, I continue to find it a valuable tool to receive 
feedback and engage with my constituents. It was doorknocking that gave me the confidence to stare down our 
detractors who suggested the Nationals faced devastation in the Agricultural Region and its Assembly districts at 
this election. Whilst this story was being printed week after week in our rural newspapers, this was not the 
feedback I was getting from the community, mostly through my doorknocking.  
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Because of my natural association with the northern Agricultural Region, I found myself spending more time 
supporting Shane Love in the electorate of Moore. I had met Shane only a handful of times prior to his 
preselection, including when Hon Grant Woodhams and I approached him to run for the Nationals. I am 
confident that he will be an excellent representative for the people of Moore, and I wish Shane all the best for his 
parliamentary service in the other place.  

I would like to recognise the contribution to my election made by the Nationals candidates for the other place: 
Shane Van Styn in Geraldton, Mia Davies in Central Wheatbelt and Hon Terry Waldron in Wagin; thank you.  

I would like to acknowledge some of the people who assisted me personally during the campaign. Firstly, the 
energy and support provided by the Young Nationals were fantastic—Bryn Butler, Cale Hill, Jamie Forsyth, 
Jake Ash and James Wishart; Douglas Martin and Henry Travers from Sydney; and Cameron O’Neill from 
Brisbane; thank you for your support. To my federal parliamentary colleagues Hon Warren Truss, 
Senator Barnaby Joyce and Senator Fiona Nash, thank you for the time you spent assisting me during the 
campaign. I am sure it is not easy for you to find that time, and I appreciate it.  

I would like to acknowledge the support of my amazing family. My mum and dad, especially, helped me on 
several fronts: putting up billboards, catering at campaign functions and transporting our team around the 
electorate. I am very privileged to have such a supportive family.  
Polling day is never an easy task and there are far too many people to mention individually: friends, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and parents-in-law; as I said, too many to mention, but I would not be here 
today without all of your hard work on that long warm day in March.  

Mr President, I took your wise advice and have two very capable staff supporting me. I would like to recognise 
Vanessa Shehan and Joe Lundy tonight—whilst we are only a few weeks in, your support for me has been 
superb.  
Last but not least, I must save a special mention for my much-loved partner, Dale Spark. I have found that many 
people have offered advice on how to look after one’s family whilst in public life, which I must say I have not 
needed yet. Even through the busy months leading up to the election, when I would not be home for weeks at a 
time, I knew I had your 100 per cent support. You are an amazing person, who backs me every inch of the way.  

I look forward to the next four years in this place. I hope that we can tackle some of the big challenges that stand 
in the way of making Western Australia even greater. I thank the house for its patience.  

[Applause.] 

HON DAVE GRILLS (Mining and Pastoral) [7.58 pm]: It was 14 March 1965 that saw my family—mum, 
dad, two brothers, two sisters and me—sail from Southampton, England, on the SS Fairsky; £10 tourists bound 
for a new life in Perth, Western Australia, the other side of the world, far from family and friends. As a five-
year-old it was a great adventure and one which, unbeknown to me then, would take me on the rollercoaster ride 
of life to this place and this day.  

I have to thank my mum and dad, who sadly are no longer with us but are here in my heart, for taking that bold 
step and having the courage to seek a better life for their family and emigrate to the Lucky Country. About three 
weeks later, we arrived in Fremantle. I remember my mum crying as we were disembarking and wondering why, 
until some years later she confessed to having a less than favourable first opinion of our new home. We were 
taken to an Army camp on Lantana Avenue in Graylands. This camp later became known as the Graylands 
immigration training and reception centre. Former Army barracks were converted into makeshift dormitories and 
five families were accommodated in each dormitory. The accommodation was very basic and proved to be a 
tough induction to our new Australian life. The dormitories were Nissen huts constructed of corrugated iron, the 
floors were bare timber, and there was no wall lining. They, like the beds, were very uncomfortable. There were 
also huts for laundry, meals and ablutions. However, despite facilities being rudimentary and limited, we were 
together as a family and, as mum and dad had survived the Second World War, it was a minor inconvenience. 
We were told that Graylands was temporary and only for a couple of days, which turned out to be 10 weeks—a 
far cry, you would think, from the standard of facility and assistance afforded to those seeking new lives in 
Australia today. However, aside from our passage being somewhat safer, it was not so very different, if not 
worse in some ways. 

Life progressed and, as a family, we began to make the most of opportunity as it presented, and make our way. I 
cannot admit to being a big fan of school; it did not allow me to be me and there were too many rules. In a report 
card one of my primary school teachers stated, “David is a 10 horsepower engine in a five horsepower body.” 
Today I would possibly be diagnosed with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, whereas to me I was just an 
active kid. Primary school ended, we moved to the suburb of Lockridge and, as there was no high school close, I 
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commenced secondary education at Hampton Senior High School in Morley. High school had the same rules 
and, due to my excitable nature, it was decided that at the age of 14, I would leave school and take an 
apprenticeship as a cabinet-maker in Bayswater, which was further from Lockridge and required me to ride a 
pushbike to and from work. For different reasons I was not destined to be a cabinet-maker and, following 
numerous other jobs, eventually gained an apprenticeship as a motor mechanic. I completed my apprenticeship 
and life continued to bring its challenges, achievements, highs and lows. But I began to realise that sometimes 
you could make your own luck or, conversely, make a bad decision that would have a downriver effect later in 
life. 

As in most lives, there are significant events that make us proud, laugh or cry. People come and go and a million 
stories are born. I always seemed to be looking for something better to ensure that I could provide for those 
closest to me and that they would want for nothing. In December 1986 I joined the Army Reserve, with a view to 
joining the Regular Army. But as in times before, life took a left turn and, for whatever reason, this never 
eventuated. Then, at the age of 32 in 1991, after much consideration and a few expressions of concern from old 
mates, I entered the Western Australia Police Academy in Maylands as a recruit and began yet another new 
career. At about this time, I realised that here was a job that suited me. I thought: “Great; they are actually 
paying me to do the things I like—ride motorcycles, drive V8s and wear a uniform”—blue being my favourite 
colour! I progressed within the service and found that after five years the police decided that I was ready for 
country service. I was told that if I did not like this, I should perhaps consider a new career. The common term 
for that unfair, unpopular and inequitable management-initiated practice was known as being “shanghaied”. The 
level of personal discontent caused cannot be understated, but in true military fashion, I soldiered on and moved, 
without my family, to Narrogin for my first country posting. I soon began to understand why the dreaded forced 
move to the country caused such angst within police families. Police housing was poor to say the least and many 
services taken for granted in the city were not available in the bush. I also found that policing there was different. 
Despite the differences, I found country folk to be proud, practical, hardworking and resilient individuals with 
an immense sense of community. Initially, not everyone appreciated the brand of policing I brought with me 
from the big smoke, and it took me a while to adjust. But of all the qualities that country folk possess, 
benevolence and patience are right up there. Lessons learnt and friendships made there would put me in good 
stead when I later ventured bush again. However, I am glad to say that service conditions are much better these 
days. 

Returning to Perth, I was later posted to the major crash investigation section to investigate fatal and serious 
traffic crashes. I learnt the value of life and experienced the worst and best of human nature. Working alongside 
people dealing with the senseless loss of a loved one through tragic and often avoidable circumstances further 
kindled opinions and beliefs that I was beginning to form but that, as yet, I was unsure of the reason for. After 
nearly three years I was posted to the road safety section, a more proactive role where the intent was to help 
prevent death and injury on our roads and encourage safer road use through grassroots community engagement. 
Much to my dismay, this section was disbanded some two years later and many valuable programs, such as Bike 
Ed, were lost. I had no choice but to comply, but did not agree.  

In my mind that decision was the catalyst for change, and I decided that to bring change, I must be that change, 
and I applied for a posting to the northern goldfields town of Leonora. In Leonora I began to practise and 
implement philosophies I had previously considered and, thanks to the support and help of the wonderful 
community of Leonora, in most cases was able to accomplish. I became a member of council and, a bit like salt 
and pepper, was in everything. During this period many people and events left lasting impressions on me. But 
also I watched powerlessly as our district hospital’s capacity was reduced and our doctor left. I was outraged and 
thought, “How can this be?”  

Then came more change, and again I did not agree, but this time I had no appetite for the struggle and with a 
heavy heart resigned from the police service. I knew I needed to further grow and hone the skills set I possessed 
to achieve goals sought, and as a result began a two-year career in the mining industry in occupational health and 
safety. About this time, there was another significant event. I was asked whether I would like to come to council 
chambers and meet with the then member for Mining and Pastoral Region, Wendy Duncan. Immediately I was 
engaged and listening intently, as with the help of a basic map Wendy explained the bold initiative that today we 
know as royalties for regions.  

Later I was invited to attend a meeting with Brendon Grylls at a pub in Kalgoorlie. I understood his vision and 
shared his and Wendy’s passion for regional WA and how it would be achieved through royalties for regions, 
and became a member of the WA Nationals. I felt the pieces had fallen into place and here was a vehicle I could 
use to channel and focus my wish for a better regional WA.  
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I now knew that there was reason and purpose for the opinions on police I had begun to form those years ago and 
focused on returning to the police service and picking up the thread I had left behind. In February 2008 I re-
engaged with the Kalgoorlie Police Station as a crime prevention and diversity officer. I worked hard to achieve 
change within the areas of youth justice and applied learned community engagement practices.  

My story is unremarkable in many ways. However, there was a time when I sat precariously on the edge and my 
life may very well have taken a different direction. It was a robust life to say the least, growing up in Lockridge, 
with temptation ever present. Many of my mates had good, loving, hardworking parents who cared deeply for 
their sons but for some reason were unable to prevent them becoming engaged in harmful pursuits that later 
turned to crime. I had all the same contributing factors in my life but, while no saint, was more fortunate. 

Despite our best efforts, many young people sit at that same edge. It is fair to say the majority will progress 
through their young years making mistakes but, like me, living to tell the tale. Most will usually change their 
ways at 18 when the Young Offenders Act no longer affords them an out and adult laws apply, but there are 
others who are not so lucky. 

I acknowledge and praise the continued work and effort of many within the justice system who strive to achieve 
better outcomes for juvenile offenders and the families who love them. However, there remains an upper echelon 
of young prolific priority offenders who do not engage in diversion programs and believe for them there is no 
bright future. They are destined to fall through the cracks and sadly in some cases will never know or live the life 
they may otherwise have.  

Insanity defined means doing the same old things and expecting a different result. If we always do what we have 
always done, we will always get what we have always got. But I believe there is more that can be done. I believe 
change is constant and development optional. I believe we can deliver meaningful change and secure better 
outcomes with a concerted effort designed to close the gaps. These are the beliefs and opinions that I formed 
years ago, came to understand and harnessed, and that have compelled me to become a member of Parliament.  

This said, I feel there is a desire for change and a growing groundswell of support, as recent media, political and 
judicial comment attests. I have been fortunate in being able to take my place in Parliament earlier than fellow 
members-elect, and I have used this time to travel to, and speak with people in, some of the communities within 
my Mining and Pastoral Region electorate. During those travels I have seen firsthand and heard many stories of 
how royalties for regions delivers opportunity for change; unfortunately, not always with everything or in the 
manner we would all like, but, as I said, country folk are proud, practical, hardworking and resilient individuals 
who are fierce defenders of community. I have been told by many who share the city-based view that the bush 
now has enough town recreation centres, and that too much royalties for regions funding has been spent on 
projects less important than regional infrastructure such as roads—that is a nonsense. The greater need for 
regional development is not lost on communities, and many continually strive with neighbouring towns to find 
better ways to develop, keep existing families together and encourage new families to make their homes in the 
bush. Therefore, I would be mindful of passing judgement without knowledge or making decisions remotely 
from the city. The very core elements that underpin regional towns and feed the spirit are found alive and well in 
dedicated community infrastructure. For many they provide a place to come together, share in good or bad times 
and be enjoyed in a thousand different ways because living in regional Western Australia should not mean 
putting up with second best or doing without.  

We must continue to support rural business in whatever form it takes, from agriculture to mining and everything 
in between. We must provide opportunity for diversity and continued growth through self-determination. There 
is no panacea or quick fix, but to further reduce avenues for regional communities to access funding will achieve 
nothing more than to increase the existing hardship of many rural families.  

I am proud to be a member of the Western Australian National Party and share in a better regional WA. 
Royalties for regions will continue to deliver, not through pointless political pointscoring, but from hard work, 
vision and continued good stewardship. I appreciate that every week, all around this great state, mums and dads 
sit down to balance the most important budget of all—the family budget. I have listened to a lot of empty 
political rhetoric and false promise, and I have listened to those who seem to think that to shout that empty 
promise the loudest makes the better point, but often with no considered meaningful solution offered. I am not 
perfect, do not carry a magic wand, ride a white horse or shoot silver bullets, but I do share the desire and 
passion to do better for regional families.  

I have not achieved this on my own; there has literally been a cast of thousands who in one way or another have 
contributed to my life, touched my soul and, in their own way, played a significant part in my journey; to them I 
say thank you. To Lisa, Charles, Margie, Dorothy and Frances—thank you. To my WA Nationals family—thank 
you. To the people who took the time to cast their vote for me—a most humbling and lasting experience—thank 
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you. To all my wonderful and supportive family—thank you. To my beautiful and loving partner, and 
daughter—thank you.  

I would also like to thank the President for his warm welcome and support, the Legislative Council staff, and 
staff of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet for their kind assistance in getting the show on the road. To 
those members retiring, thank you for your contribution to Parliament, and although I am not yet an old hand, 
welcome to my fellow new members. To those members who have welcomed me into the Council—thank you. 

I look forward with great anticipation to this next stage of my life, the journey I will travel, the experiences I will 
share and the time I will spend working to faithfully serve the community of Western Australia. Thank you. 

[Applause.]  

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [8.13 pm]: I rise in support of the motion, and also thank the 
Governor for his speech and contribution to this state.  

I am very glad to have the opportunity to reflect on my three years as a member of the Legislative Council. Very 
few people have the opportunity to be a member of any Parliament in Australia, and being a female politician 
means I have been part of a very exclusive club. I have been grateful to be one of the 74 women who have been 
members of this state Parliament to date, and particularly in the Western Australian Legislative Council, which 
has led the way in female representation. When I look back at photos of the Legislative Council just a couple of 
decades ago, women’s faces are a rarity. As so much of our time in the Council is spent debating what is wrong 
in society, whose fault it is and how it could be improved, I think it should be balanced against tangible markers 
of progress such as this. There is still significant unfinished women’s business of course—for example, the 
gender pay gap, the lack of women’s superannuation, and the violence that many women experience in their 
homes. Looking back at where we have come from, though, makes me more optimistic about the future. We are 
a more tolerant and inclusive society than at any time in history.  

I look forward to hearing the reflections of other retiring members, particularly those who have had very lengthy 
parliamentary careers. In my case, I knew when I entered Parliament in 2010 that my political career was likely 
to be a very short one. Knowing that, I think that being a member of the opposition in the Legislative Council 
was probably fortuitous. It has certainly provided me with plenty of opportunities to speak and raise issues. 
When I entered Parliament I knew that I had to catch up quickly because it was already 18 months after the 
election. I knew I had to be strategic about how I used my time. Although I have had the opportunity to speak 
about dozens of issues and comment on many pieces of legislation, there are no prizes for guessing that the top 
of my policy agenda was early childhood. That is because I believe it is an area in which a state government 
actually can have influence and also have an enormous impact for good, including in “hard” policy areas such as 
violent and antisocial behaviour, as well as health, education and employment outcomes. I had a simple strategy: 
I wanted to build on the work of experts and leaders in the field, including the work of other MPs, to increase the 
awareness of the critical development that occurs in the early years of a child’s life and its lifelong impact. I 
wanted to ensure the Labor Party had a specific policy and then use whatever means I could to put pressure on 
the government to also pay attention to the needs of the state’s younger citizens. Others will judge how 
successful I have been, but if talking about the issue counts in any way, my office has calculated that I am listed 
in Hansard over 500 times and have made 46 speeches concerning children and asked 136 questions.  

Bearing that in mind, forgive me now as I speak again on this topic for one last time, beginning with why I 
consider it to be so important. Firstly, there is overwhelming evidence that the experience in the womb and in the 
early years not only has a major impact on the development of the brain, but also plays a central role in both 
favourable and unfavourable outcomes for children, physically and emotionally, for the rest of their lives. In that 
sense, early childhood is built into us and it is where inequality begins. Secondly, as I said earlier, this is an area 
in which a state government can really have an influence. It can change the potential outcome of someone’s life 
by ensuring the circumstances they are born into or what they experience in the early years are not the only 
determinants of their future health and happiness. Children must rely on adults; they cannot argue for their needs 
directly. Knowing this and the critical importance of the early years, I am concerned that children’s needs are 
increasingly being edged out by the demands of adults. The health budget is one example—less than six per cent 
is spent on children from birth to 18 years. This is reflected in the still long waiting lists for essential services for 
children such as speech pathology and to see a paediatrician. Thirdly, investment in early childhood pays real 
financial dividends. For a state facing unprecedented debt levels, this is a way it can save on expenditure in the 
future. This alone should be justification enough. Fourthly, as I said in my inaugural speech, I believe in the 
importance of individual effort and reward, hard work and taking care of oneself. Believing that, taking action to 
ensure all children get the start in life that best enables them to grow up to be responsible and contributing 
members of society automatically follows as both essential and fair. In the twenty-first century, in the globalised 
and more complex and sophisticated world today’s children must navigate, that good start has never been more 
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important as the platform to ensure that a child is best placed to enter and benefit from the formal schooling 
system. I do not believe that a good start in life should be left to chance any more than fairness can be left to the 
free market. I believe that governments have a responsibility as far as they can to close the gap between what we 
know about healthy child development and a child’s circumstances, and that failure to do so is quite simply 
neglect. The experience in the womb and early childhood has, as I said, a lifelong impact. I hope in the future 
when there is debate in this place about education issues and law and order, for example, that this is taken as a 
starting point as to how we develop policy. In pursuing this agenda, I would like to thank Hon Eric Ripper and 
Hon Sue Ellery for their encouragement and support as I pursued this issue that led me to write a discussion 
paper and then a policy paper that was released in October 2011. On becoming Leader of the Opposition, Hon 
Mark McGowan made a specific portfolio of early childhood. 

At this point I would like to acknowledge the recent commitment by the government to more child health nurses, 
school nurses and child and parent centres. I note also that the Department for Child Protection is now the 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support. I hope that is significant, and look forward to seeing what 
that means in practice. Parents need support because that is how we can best ensure children get a good start, that 
fair start. Labor has gone much further in its policy though with a specific portfolio of children’s interests. I hope 
the government will also consider doing this and, more importantly, embrace Labor’s policy to develop a state 
early–years strategy so there is a whole-of-government approach to overcome the fragmentation of services and 
ensure best practice. Currently, the response is often reactive, for example, as I have said, when grave 
deficiencies in services are identified, such as long waiting lists.  

I want to move on and make a few comments about other issues. Most frequently in the past three years people 
have said to me that they cannot imagine anything worse than being a politician. I certainly have not felt that 
way. One of the things that I have loved has been the chance to talk and learn about things I knew little about; 
for example, fracking, the tier 3 rail line, recreational fishing quotas, cats and cat fancy, the origin of plastic 
bags, shark tagging and the spot price of iron ore, to name just a few. As Hon Sue Ellery may recall, there are 
only two topics that I felt I would struggle to speak about with any real interest. Some issues that were raised for 
me—for example, the dreadful state of the Bentley adolescent unit—have had happy endings. Unfortunately, 
there was no happy ending for those residents of Ellenbrook who brought the issue of the lack of direct bus 
services from Ellenbrook to Midland to me as soon as I entered Parliament. Sadly, there has been no 
improvement in three years, with still just two buses from Ellenbrook to Midland directly in the early morning 
and two back in the afternoon, and still only on weekdays. There remains no direct service at all on weekends 
and public holidays. 

Another privilege has been to contribute to debate about issues that are of real concern to Western Australians. 
There are too many to mention but none more significant than speaking to Hon Robin Chapple’s Voluntary 
Euthanasia Bill in 2010. There is no doubt in my mind that legislation of this type will pass one day, and it is the 
Council of this Parliament that has shown it is mature enough to debate an issue such as this. I would have also 
welcomed the opportunity to speak on the bill that Hon Lynn MacLaren introduced in the last Parliament 
concerning same-sex marriage, something that I also believe will be legislated in favour of in the near future and 
something I support as someone who has been married for 31 years and who values the institution of marriage.  

As I said earlier, it was probably fortuitous that I became a member of the opposition in the upper house. I have 
seen firsthand the excellent work that can be done. Not everyone believes that upper houses such as the 
Legislative Council are necessary today in a modern democracy. Upper houses such as this one, as members 
know, were originally established to protect the interests of property owners. In part it has been the house’s 
preparedness to change with the times that has continued to justify its role and cost. One of this Council’s 
distinguishing features, compared with other upper houses in Australia, is its Standing Committee on 
Legislation. In fact, some would say it is one of the few justifications for an upper house like this. However, 
since the stop-and-search legislation was referred to that committee, no significant or contentious legislation has 
been referred to it. To those who will increasingly need to defend an upper house such as this place, it seems 
ironic to me that the Legislation Committee is effectively moribund. I believe this upper house still has an 
important role to play but it is not helped by the hugely diminished role of that committee.  

There are other things I think that would also help defend the role of the Legislative Council. I have previously 
said in this place that I was surprised that there was nothing similar to the continuing professional development 
that is considered essential in most professions and workplaces. If it was introduced and supported by members, 
it would send a strong message to the community about how seriously work is taken here, and that we have 
similar expectations of ourselves as we have of others. 

These three years have also given me a great deal of time to think about how we develop policy and make good 
laws. How do we align policy and legislation with the evidence about what works, or what we think will have an 
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impact? And then how do we convert that into action and outcomes in the real world? In particular, how do we 
make laws and develop policies that are relevant? I look at my own children, aged 27, 24 and 18. Their life 
expectancy is over 90 years. One-third of young people their age will live to be 100. Unlike generations before 
them that have looked out to the wider world, or looked back to Australia when they were overseas, they have 
never known anything other than being connected constantly to each other wherever they are and to whatever is 
happening in the world instantaneously. I have previously quoted what the neuroscientist Professor Susan 
Greenfield had to say when she was in Perth a couple of years ago. She said then that in one year a 10-year-old 
will spend on average 900 hours at school, 1 200 hours with family and friends and 1 900 hours in front of a 
screen. No wonder today many people who are choosing to participate in politics are looking beyond traditional 
political parties.  

There are signs that we are entering a new era in politics—one of greater instability and less patience by electors. 
The community has certainly changed enormously in the 35 years since I entered the workforce. People are 
neither as deferential nor as cowed in the face of traditional authority figures or institutions. Australians are now 
much better educated. We are part of a globalised world, and in particular a globalised economy, and for better 
or for worse we cannot opt out of it. Today, too, it is generally accepted that everyone has the right to be heard 
and the right to belong. It makes for both a robust and noisy democracy. All this adds to the complexities that 
face those who govern. Being a politician is not an easy job. I think most members of Parliament work hard and 
deal with a growing and very diverse range of responsibilities. 

For that reason it is worrying that there is growing disdain towards members of Parliament. Having worked for 
Senator Ruth Coleman in the early 1980s, I know that politicians have always been criticised, but not as 
vociferously as they are today. Routinely there are letters to the paper and talkback radio condemning all MPs, 
regardless of the party they represent, as being in it only for themselves, prepared to promise anything to win 
elections and generally hopeless. It is not just in Australia but also worldwide. There has been a collapse in trust 
in governments in democracies. I have heard it described as the beginning of an era of post-trust politics where 
voters no longer, as they did in the past, offer politicians and governments the assumption that they are acting in 
good faith. Instead they assume that political promises will not be kept; that governments are likely to fall below 
expectations and that politicians are in it for themselves. Yet governments are the biggest organisations in any 
society. This decline in trust is a threat to the integrity and foundations of our parliamentary democracy, yet in 
Australia it is our democratic institutions, our Parliaments and our governments that have been at the forefront of 
wresting power from the few, challenged and regulated powerful and unaccountable institutions, and ensured 
that the things we take for granted such as schools and health care are available to all. Elected governments have 
done this, not the free market, not the business sector and not religious institutions. Because of that, members of 
Parliament have, more than any other group in society, the collective responsibility to maintain and rebuild trust 
in politicians and governments. Whilst we can blame others, we should take the lead. 

Perhaps consideration should be given to setting up a committee to inquire into this diminishing trust of all 
politicians with the hope that it can lead to concrete recommendations about what can be done to arrest this 
decline. There are some things that could be done immediately to protect our democracy that is both robust and 
fragile. One area that I think would make a big difference in building trust is if the state budget was more 
accessible and transparent. I have spent a lot of time analysing lines of funding to establish what is state funding, 
what is federal funding and the period over which it is to be provided. The slippage of funding between 
programs and between financial years is not easy always to identify—perhaps intentionally so—but it is one 
thing that effectively plays a part in disenfranchising electors and adding to their cynicism. I would also add my 
support to the calls for an independent parliamentary budget office. Of course that would require political parties 
to play fair and submit their promises for costings in the first place. 

Now to some more personal comments. One of my roles in the Parliament in the last three years has been deputy 
opposition Whip. I have sat next to Hon Ed Dermer for the last three years and he has instructed me in the 
mysterious art of being a Whip. Hon Ed Dermer has given me a new appreciation of the use of Post-it notes with 
a highly sophisticated system that he uses. I have enjoyed his company over the many hours we have sat 
together, his one joke and his good nature at all times. 

Now to the many people I would like to thank. In the course of the last three years, I have met with many 
individuals and organisations in the East Metropolitan Region and in the state. There are in the East Metropolitan 
Region, as there are all over the state, so very many people who are quietly doing the heavy lifting to make 
communities stronger and better for everyone. I can name only a few but I would like to mention Outcare, the 
South East Metropolitan Emergency Relief Forum, the members of early years action groups, particularly in 
Ellenbrook and Midland, Midland Women’s Health Care Place, Midvale Early Childhood and Parenting Centre 
Hub, Koolkuna, Starick Services, Munchkins and many schools including Challis and its inspirational principal. 
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I have also found all my dealings with local government officeholders and their staff to be helpful and 
professional. 

As members will recall, I entered Parliament in sad and unexpected circumstances following the death of Hon 
Jock Ferguson. A number of people assisted me in making that sudden transition into political life under those 
difficult circumstances. Although I will not name them all individually tonight, I would like to record my 
particular thanks to Tina O’Connor, Jock Ferguson’s partner. When he died, I had only recently met her and 
Jock. Her generosity of spirit towards me at that time made a real difference, as has her continued friendship. I 
would also like to mention Fran Logan. I have known Fran for many years, as he is married to one of my 
schoolfriends. Fran was then, and has been, a constant support, as has Lisa Baker and a number of my 
parliamentary colleagues who I have already thanked personally. 

I would like to record my particular thanks to the President and to the Clerk who welcomed me and provided me 
with a rapid induction and helped me make up for lost time. I have always found the staff of the Legislative 
Council to be both helpful and professional. Over the past three years, the person I have most often sought 
advice from has been the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock. I will miss his incisive mind and generosity in providing 
advice in matters relating to my position in the Council and as a member of the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review and the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People. 

I would like to make special mention of the Hansard reporters. Helen Steven and the Hansard staff have, without 
complaint, dealt with my copious partly handwritten speech notes, as well as articles and cuttings that have often 
provided the basis for what I have had to say. Thank you also to everyone at the Parliamentary Library, which is 
one of my favourite places and one that I am delighted to know I will still be able to visit. The library and its 
very knowledgeable staff have been a wonderful resource. Mark and the dining room and members’ bar staff are 
to be congratulated on their exemplary service. I thank the switchboard staff, security staff, committee staff and 
officers, along with so many others in Parliament. 

Now to my staff. Firstly, Cindy Portland, who had to not only deal with the shock of Hon Jock Ferguson’s death 
but also at the same time set up the office for me. In the early weeks when I was in Parliament immediately after 
I was sworn in, I soon learnt that I could rely on her absolutely to deal with the multitude of things that were 
needed to get the office up and running. She has been part of the team in my office that has worked so efficiently 
and happily together for the past three years. For the first few months, Mary Anne Paton and Joanne Hum shared 
the electorate position and I thank them for their hard work. For the bulk of the time, Leonie Forrest, a lawyer 
who is now a registrar at the Family Court, worked closely with me. It was a joint effort and she has been 
integral to the work I have done. Finally I thank Brenda Parker, whose skill and expertise has meant that 
virtually every constituent’s issue that was brought to my office has been resolved positively. 

Finally then to my husband and children. My husband, Stephen, does not share my obsession with politics. That 
being said, he has never wavered in his support, although it is fair to say that he was not at all upset when I failed 
to get preselection. I can always rely on my three very precious children, Esther, Spencer and Declan, two of 
whom are in the United Kingdom watching this on their laptops, to provide the most honest critique of my 
opinions and everything else. I hope that, if nothing else, my venture into politics has reinforced the belief of 
nothing ventured, nothing gained and that in life you are more likely to regret the things you do not do rather 
than the things you do. I wish everyone the best wishes for their future work in the Legislative Council. Thank 
you. 

[Applause.] 

HON MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM (Agricultural) [8.38 pm]: I welcome the opportunity tonight to support 
the motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat and to acknowledge the Governor’s wise and informed words during the 
opening of Parliament. I congratulate the government on its election win, as well as members in this place who 
have retained their seats. Listening to the comments of Hon Liz Behjat, I took particular notice of the 
government’s proposed legislative program. From an opposition perspective, I am most confident that the 
previous thorough and rigorous scrutiny of the government’s performance will continue, albeit without my 
presence. Shortly, I will outline my impressions of the Barnett government’s first four years as well as make 
some observations regarding the promises it made to the Western Australian people. 

Firstly, however, I will comment on Hon Liz Behjat’s remarks about Hon Norman Moore. I would also like to 
congratulate him on an absolutely outstanding commitment to the people of Western Australia and to this 
Parliament. It is well-known that Hon Norman Moore has had a career lasting some 36 years. He probably does 
not need people to keep reinforcing that particular point. There are a number of members in this chamber now 
who obviously were not even born when Norman Moore entered in 1977. We have heard one such member 
tonight making his maiden speech.  
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Hon Norman Moore: That is a bit unfair saying that!  

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: We must make the most of it. Maybe, Hon Norman Moore, at this 
particular point in time—I know I have discussed this with him before—it is time to smell the roses or sniff 
some top quality chardonnay. 
Hon Norman Moore: Hear, hear! 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: He informs me the corporate world beckons and the extra income might be 
handy. With that in mind, I certainly wish both him and his wife, Lee, well in a transition to a lifestyle that he 
has probably largely forgotten. I certainly wish him well. 

On a personal note, I thank Hon Liz Behjat for her kind remarks as I also retire from this place. In case members 
did not know, I, like Hon Norman Moore, also enjoy the occasional drop of fine wine. I intend to catch up with 
about four or five years’ worth of work in the vineyard when I finally get home. It is something that I have 
certainly been looking forward to.  

With the indulgence of the house, I would like to make a few observations about the government’s economic 
performance over the past four years and its likely future financial direction. There are some issues that I am 
particularly concerned about and I want to put these observations on the public record. Like many informed 
commentators, I am concerned particularly with increasing levels of state debt. Similar observations are, 
obviously, being made about our federal government. It is an issue that is not going to go away at the federal 
level and across most of our states. With a dwindling manufacturing sector, tourism on the decline for various 
reasons and agriculture under enormous pressure, the last thing the state needs is more debt. If global conditions 
worsen, further corrections, especially in China, have the capacity to undo much of the growth and prosperity 
that Western Australia has seen in the past 25 years or so. I put it to the house that with any significant market 
corrections, our increasingly one-dimensional economy will not be able to deliver the revenues to sustain our 
extravagant spending patterns. This is at not only the state level, but also the federal level. Simply put, the state’s 
AAA credit rating must be protected, as this will be something that the government will find genuine difficulty 
maintaining given the various promises and spending patterns that are present at this point in time. The question 
then has to be posed: will we see the jettisoning of a number of these projects and promises that the government 
has made in the past few months?  

The general public is led to believe that the government is anticipating a significantly tougher financial 
environment over the next four years with the Premier on record as saying recently in The West Australian 
newspaper — 

Some of the heat has gone out of the mining industry. We continue to see a rapid deterioration in our 
share of the GST and we are constrained by our high level of debt. 

The question then is: why has the government made so many grandiose promises in the first place? It is a 
significant issue indeed. It is little wonder that many promises will not and cannot be delivered. There simply 
will not be the funds available to the government. Will the government deliver on light rail and on a train line to 
Perth Airport? We hear from the federal budget that there should be no reason that that will not go ahead. But 
with one project being of the magnitude of $1.9 billion and the other one of $1.8 billion, the government needs to 
prioritise what it will spend its money on. I doubt very much that it will, but I certainly hope for the people of 
Perth that it happens.  

The Barnett government has only itself to blame, with figures recently quoted in The West Australian to suggest 
that Treasury estimates put the 2016 net state debt levels at around $25 billion, up from some $3.7 billion in 
2008. By any stretch of the imagination, that is a staggering increase in debt levels in this state, particularly if we 
give consideration to the issues associated with the cooling down of the world economy. China is our principal 
export partner, and if the Chinese economy starts to slow down and our debt levels continue to rise, our AAA 
credit rating will be in danger. The sequel to that, of course, is that the debt we will have to pay will get 
significantly larger because of the loss of our capacity to pay it back. That is the very issue that is occurring at 
this time in most European economies. They cannot pay back their debt. I realise that we are starting from a 
much better base, but I put it to members opposite that there could well be problems down the track. The sorry 
state of Western Australia’s finances could deteriorate even further if or when our credit rating is downgraded. 
Our debt-servicing capacity will worsen, placing upward pressure on deficit budgets—I have heard enough about 
deficit budgets over the last week or three to last me a lifetime! That inevitably means, at a state level, that there 
will be cuts to programs and services. Of course, the people that the opposition considers to be its bread-and-
butter constituency are the very people who will suffer the most from reductions in services and programs.  

As a regional member—where, I dare say, much of the state’s income is generated—a number of issues warrant 
serious attention over the next four years, and I draw the attention of the house to the following areas of concern. 
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Metropolitan member, Hon Linda Savage, mentioned tier 3 grain freight lines; I am very proud of her for saying 
that—that was terrific! Tier 3 grain freight lines, as Hon Ken Travers pointed out during the election campaign, 
will have significant impacts upon the metropolitan area. It is a big issue, and it is an issue on which the 
government during the election campaign went out on a limb and promised—through big wraparounds on the 
Countryman and Farm Weekly newspapers—that, all of a sudden, it would support viable tier 3 railway lines. 
Why were they classed as tier 3 in the first place, if all of a sudden some of them are now becoming viable? That 
has me a bit confused; I would like to hear something definite from the Minister for Transport over the next few 
months, because people out there in the wheatbelt are going to be hurting. 

Local government reform is another big issue in the bush and, so help me, the last four years have confused local 
government authorities across the length and breadth of Western Australia like members would not believe. I 
know it is also happening in the city, but there are big concerns out there in the bush. The goalposts seem to have 
moved significantly over the last four years; in fact, no-one knows where the goalposts are. 

There are also significant issues in relation to primary school closures and the retention in small communities of 
students in year 7. This is an issue on which the opposition went to the people, particularly the people of the 
Agricultural Region, and got significant support, because at the end of the day there are issues associated with 
educating kids in the bush. It is becoming more and more expensive and we have to transport these little 
darlings—some of them as young as six, seven or eight—to the next town. Then, when they have to go to high 
school, they find some of the boarding colleges have closed in recent times, and boarding schools are not cheap. 
Farming enterprises are not particularly viable or profitable, so parents are really in a quandary about what to do 
about living in some of these small communities. So what do they do? It is pretty obvious what they do; they up 
stakes, sell the farm or the business that they run in a small country town and move to the city. I put it to 
members everywhere, and I have said this on a number of occasions before, that no kid says to their mum or dad 
that they want to be born and bred in the leafy western suburbs or in Fremantle or in the CBD. The fact of the 
matter is that if the parents decide they want to live in the bush, those kids are entitled to the same quality of 
education, the same opportunities and the same expected outcomes and capacity to go to university as any kid 
across the state is entitled to, particularly those living in the metropolitan area. Having said that, I know my dad 
said to me many, many years ago that one of the main reasons for leaving the south coast was that back in those 
days there was no capacity to educate kids if they were born and bred in the back blocks of the Valley of the 
Giants. He did not go to school by the way; his mother was a correspondence-style teacher. I have my family up 
in the public gallery and they will certainly attest to the best intentions of my parents. My parents managed to 
educate six kids. I think four of us went to university and two of us completed trades because of the value my 
parents placed on education.  

If I speak to the Leader of the House in a professional context, one of the things I will say to him is that 
somehow or other we have to put in place structures whereby we retain communities and give kids every 
possible opportunity, and we forget about the bean counters for a while. I am pretty passionate about education, 
as I have pointed out on a number of occasions, but I am really deadly serious about that particular issue. If 
possible, year 7s should be kept in their small communities. It will have no impact on the National Assessment 
Program–Literacy and Numeracy; that is just a test that kids sit down and do. It can be administered anywhere; it 
can be administered on the back of a truck. I speak for people from the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association; 
I am a member of ICPA, and its members say exactly the same sort of thing. I would certainly welcome the 
opportunity to talk to any member, particularly new members for the Agricultural Region, and tell them that if 
they have not already joined ICPA, they should join and go to its meetings or certainly go to the annual general 
meeting, because it is a very uplifting feeling seeing these people who are passionate about their kids’ education 
out in the bush; it means a heck of a lot to them. 

Hon Ed Dermer: I imagine happy kids would have a big effect on NAPLAN.  

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: As usual, Hon Ed Dermer’s words are very wise and informed, and he is 
spot on. I do not know the statistics of course, but it makes so much sense. I will not labour the point, because I 
was originally only going to talk for about 30 or 35 minutes and I am probably doing a good job as I am about a 
fifth of the way through. 

Aboriginal educational opportunities is another significant issue in the regions. Regarding aged-care facilities, I 
know various towns receive assistance, but it continues to be a real problem to keep people in the place they 
were born and bred. I do not think we need to say anything about farm viability and drought. We all know about 
it and it is an issue for which I know the Minister for Agriculture and Food is doing his best at this particular 
stage, but perhaps it is an issue that all of us can take on board. Regarding mental health, we have certainly been 
inundated with mental health issues over recent times. The inability of Oakajee and the development of the 
midwest to go ahead has been one of my real bugbears. There is road funding, disability services and many, 
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many other issues that the government needs to act on with some haste. Perhaps as a former member these are 
some of the things I can work on with my present colleagues to effect some sort of positive outcomes. 

I now turn to the valedictory side of my discussion tonight and I want to make some concluding remarks that 
will take some time. On winning a seat at the 2005 election to the South West Region, my electorate office was 
in Albany, although I shared for the first nine months with the member for Albany, Peter Watson. I cannot say 
that sharing an office with an Assembly member for nine months was my idea of fun!  

You can lose your independence; it was a different sort of a feeling, but having said that, there were productive 
and rewarding times in Albany. The town has undergone significant transformation, which began with 
Peter Watson’s win at the 2001 state election. Largely forgotten prior to 2001, Albany now boasts a world-class 
entertainment centre; a wonderful foreshore development; Anzac Peace Park; the new Albany Health Campus, 
which was delivered by the Barnett government but was the brainchild of Labor, and particularly Peter Watson; 
and many more first-class public facilities. It is a great place to live. If members get a chance, they should visit. 
Mr President, I know that you are a staunch advocate of Albany and the south coast. It is certainly a great place 
in this day and age. If not for the vision, energy and persistence of Peter Watson, it is doubtful any, let alone all, 
of those projects would have ever been delivered.  

During all this time, the member for Albany won his seat four times. I have to tell members that some of his 
winning margins have been by fewer than 100 votes. But, with his most recent win by something like a 
whopping 800 votes, the joke down in Albany is that he could possibly make it a safe seat by around 2050. By 
my reckoning that would make Peter Watson well over 100! He is a resilient sort of person and I am sure he is 
not necessarily thinking about retiring quite yet.  

Hopefully, in the meantime, Albany will be the beneficiary of much more largesse from governments of all 
persuasions—marginal seats tend to do that to governments, and, given I am moving back there, I trust that will 
continue.  

I have one concern, however, for my hometown. This revolves around projects proposed for the Anzac centenary 
of 2014–15. In a nutshell, I believe that Albany will end up with a second-best interpretative centre, and that will 
be sad. Delays caused by political and bureaucratic interference will ultimately see Anzac commemorative 
funding spread across the state, denying Albany what I believe is its true position as the Anzacs’ home in 
Australia. The situation is unbelievable, when we trace the events leading up to this. Significantly, there has been 
little community participation in recent times; although I have to report that a public forum held just a couple of 
days ago may have provided the local community with some chance of meaningful involvement. But 
consultation has not happened for quite some time, and I know there is a certain level of frustration in the 
community about that, particularly given the interpretative centre is nothing like it was proposed to be.  

I will move on to comment on the Agricultural Region. With my move to the Agricultural Region in 2009, I 
have had the pleasure of working in a particularly diverse part of the state. I think the new member 
Hon Martin Aldridge alluded to some of the economic activities and industries that exist in this part of the world. 
For me, it has been a great experience and there have been many issues to deal with, most of which I have 
already mentioned. That diversity is clear from a list of significant industries, which members need to 
understand: mining, of course, is a given around the midwest area; agriculture; pastoralism; and even viticulture 
in some parts; tourism; forestry; and renewable energy. I give the government credit here, particularly the Leader 
of the House, the former Minister for Energy, for some of the energy projects in the midwest, which are 
excellent, but there are still significant problems. In the past I talked to the minister about the need to get the 
second stage of the 330-kilovolt powerline completed. The progress of the renewable energy side of things has 
been wonderful. However, the issue with the midwest is the enormous capacity it has to supply not only the 
midwest but the rest of the state with renewable energy generated in the midwest. We will see real benefits 
occurring down the track from feeding into the 330-kilovolt system.  

Other industries include port infrastructure, transport infrastructure and transport networks. There are big and 
small towns; some are doing it tough and some are doing reasonably well. In the various parts of the Agricultural 
Region, tertiary education and training institutions, primary schools, district high schools and senior high schools 
are giving hope to these sorts of communities. It is to be hoped that, in turn, those particular schools and 
communities derive the benefits that modern western economies require for their youth. The region certainly has 
it all, but there are problems. I worry especially about schools and that the bean counters I mentioned before are 
having impacts on the smallest communities. I have also talked about the stress and pressure on students, parents 
and various communities. 

There have been a number of special people with whom I have worked and developed friendships during my 
four years in the Agricultural Region. I would like to mention some of these people individually. Former 
Victorian member of Parliament Jack Simpson and his wife, Joyce, who are from Kalbarri, have been fantastic 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 15 May 2013] 

 p551b-576a 
Hon Helen Morton; Deputy President; President; Hon Martin Aldridge; Hon Dave Grills; Hon Linda Savage; 

Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm 

 [21] 

supporters and great people to work with. I thank Lou and Jodie Parker, who are also from Kalbarri. I thank Bert 
and Julie Boschetti, who are from Geraldton and are involved in the rock lobster industry. I also thank Barry and 
Karen Lakeman, who are from Perenjori and have been particularly involved in the Isolated Children’s Parents’ 
Association in the area of disability. I thank Ray Baxter, who is a farmer in Woodanilling and used to be a 
member of the Great Southern Development Commission. Shane Hill, whom most members would know as the 
former member for Geraldton, has had a bit of a reincarnation in Geraldton. I worked with him on the board of 
the Bundiyarra Aboriginal Community Aboriginal Corporation. Shane is doing some fantastic things in that part 
of the world, and I would like to thank him for all the hard work he has put in. I also thank Pat Hodges, who is 
from Foodbank in Geraldton. Last but certainly not by any means least, I thank Jane and Kevin Fuchsbichler 
from Bruce Rock, particularly with regard to the tier 3 grain freight rail lines; they have been great supporters of 
the sorts of programs and petitions that we have put to Parliament. I thank all those people for their advice, 
assistance and commitment to their communities. 

One of the other things that members of the Legislative Council obviously get involved in is committee work, 
and I want to talk about my committee experiences. I have been fortunate to have enjoyed a great cross-section 
of committee work, including, as Hon Simon O’Brien indicated last night, four years on the Standing Committee 
on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review—a very productive and effective committee under his quality 
leadership. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: It was a well-run committee in those days! 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: It was. We were all going in the one direction, particularly when we went 
to London and Dublin! Not everything goes according to plan with committee work. Now that I have mentioned 
London and Dublin, Hon Simon O’Brien did not know much about this because he had already left Dublin, but I 
recall a chilly morning in, I think, 2007 when Hon Sheila Mills and her husband, Legislative Council committee 
officer Mrs Jan Paniperis, and my wife and I endeavoured to book out of the Fitzwilliam Hotel in Dublin. I think 
I have told members this story, but for the purposes of the house I will continue. Hon Simon O’Brien and his 
good wife had booked out or paid the night before, but they left that morning and there were no problems. Dr 
Colin Huntly, our legal advisory officer, was already on his way to visit friends in Scotland, so he had booked 
out and paid likewise. It was about 4.15 am, with two very junior staff members dealing with early departures. 
We had to be at the airport for an early international flight back to London, so with credit cards at the ready, Jan 
Paniperis handed over her card. There was not a problem with the $5 000 or whatever it was: “Mrs Paniperis, 
you’re right. There’s your receipt; off you go.” I handed over my Legislative Council credit card—I think it was 
in excess of $5 000; we had been in the Fitzwilliam, which, I think Hon Simon O’Brien would agree, is not a bad 
hotel by most standards—only to be told that my card had been dishonoured or denied. So I turned around to 
Hon Sheila Mills and said, “Give yours a try”. Well, lo and behold, her card was denied as well. So I was 
thinking, goodness gracious; here is about $10 000 worth of dishwashing and ironing and whatever else that I am 
pretty much loath to do at the best of times. Given that it was about 4.15 in the morning, the staff said, “We want 
to keep our job. We are not going to contact the manager. You either hand over the dough or we will call the 
cops”. So I borrowed my wife’s personal credit card, and we escaped, with no washing up, thank goodness, and 
the same with Hon Sheila Mills. 

To really make the trip something special, we got to Heathrow, I think it was, to be told that our luggage was 
stuck in the plane. They had actually damaged the cargo door, so they could not get any of the gear out. So we 
went away for a couple of hours and had a cup of coffee and came back. They had managed to prise the door 
open, so we waited for our luggage, and I was then told, “Mr Benson, we’re sorry; we think your luggage is back 
in Dublin.” So I was thinking, “Okay; this is an extra night in London”, and, members guessed it, my poor long-
suffering wife, Jan, because I could not hand over my Legislative Council card, paid for that again. Not being 
one to scrimp and save on some of these things, we did manage to find a reasonable place, so, poor Jan, her card 
was just about worthless after all of this.  

Members, there is a message in all of that.  

Hon Jim Chown: Don’t you carry a card? 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: I try not to. Actually, my card is permanently at its limit, I think.  

The message is simply this: members should always take their wife or their partner whenever they work 
overseas, and make sure they have a credit card or two, otherwise they may well find themselves washing dishes 
for at least a month or more.  

It sounds sad, but I have always enjoyed the committee work that is obviously a significant part of our existence 
here—even the Procedure and Privileges Committee, on which I think we spent in excess of two years doing 
standing orders. 
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Hon Sue Ellery: You did enjoy that, though! 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: I did! I used to go home afterwards and have a good drink. It was certainly 
a steep learning curve and one that I genuinely enjoyed. Whether as a member of the Standing Committee on 
Public Administration with you, Mr President, as chair of that particular committee, or with Hon Nick Goiran as 
chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, the work was always 
interesting, relevant and challenging. I must acknowledge the hard work, professionalism and complete 
impartiality of Hon Nick Goiran in chairing what is perhaps one of the most difficult committees that I think 
members can get involved in. The Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations is one that I did 
not put my hand up for, and I am thankful that Hon Giz Watson, Hon Ken Travers and Hon Liz Behjat — 

Hon Ken Travers: And Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, yes; how could I forget! 

I take my hat off to Hon Nick Goiran. He has done a great job on that particular committee. He has a big future 
in politics. But my suggestion is that he does not upset the Premier and the new Leader of the House too quickly, 
because, on that committee, I understand it is not difficult to do. 

Personally, apart from the standing committee work, I was fortunate to chair the Rural and Remote Education 
Advisory Council; I believe Hon Brian Ellis currently chairs that. I also had the pleasure of chairing the Fish 
Resources Management Act review. I also had the good fortune to be a part of the committee that reviewed the 
Racing and Wagering WA acts.  

As members can see, I worked on some particularly interesting subjects and committees. But I have to say that 
out of all the committee work and so on that we did, perhaps the biggest highlight came in a place called Ningbo 
in China, when in the company of our Clerk, Malcolm Peacock, I had the pleasure of informing the world, and 
especially the French, that Western Australian wines were the equal of anything the old or the new world had 
experienced, which caused quite a few Frenchmen to choke on their croissants. Anyway, it certainly did not 
worry me because I firmly believe in that. That was a wonderful experience. Mr President, I might not have had 
a long parliamentary career, but I have certainly enjoyed my eight years and I have, hopefully, made a 
difference, particularly with some of the committee work I have done.  

My darling wife, Jan, will be happy to see more of me. It will be a bit different to her coming up and catching up 
with me once a fortnight when we go and watch the Eagles. That has been a little more tolerable of late because 
the Eagles have won a game or two! My wife, Jan, has been a wonderful supporter, and I thank her dearly for 
helping me follow my dream. It is now my turn to help her as she endeavours to finalise her canine all breeds 
show judge program, which is something I think she has been doing for 12 to 15 years. It is a very involved sort 
of a program, if any members are interested in pedigree dogs. It is something she has stuck at through thick and 
thin, and I am certainly going to be there to help her achieve one of her goals in life. Likewise, I would like to 
thank my family members for their support over the time I have been in Parliament—they have been fantastic. 
Some of them are here tonight, and I do thank them dearly for their presence.  

I also thank my loyal and totally supportive staff. In moving my electorate office to Perth, former member Sheila 
Mills has been a great source of advice and support. She has a real passion for the Labor movement, giving 
freely of her time during elections and helping in the regions whenever the need arises. Of late, though, I think 
her patience is starting to wear a little thin, but her commitment is still 100 per cent.  

Then there is Doug Melville, a former teaching colleague of mine, and the inspiration, Mr President, as you 
probably know, behind the Follow the Dream program, which has been enormously successful. Doug has been 
on my staff for about three and a half years both part and full time, and he has been a big part of my political 
career, particularly helping in an education context. I thank Doug for his time and effort. Other former electorate 
officers in Graeme McBeath, Pam Stoney, Lyall Nelligan and Ursula Richards I also thank dearly.  

Mr President, I have a few in-house thankyous with, dare I say it, “house” being the operative word. I believe the 
Presiding Officer’s role was made for you. You have the respect of all members in this place, and it has been a 
privilege to work with you as a Deputy President and Chair of Committees. I am going to miss our 
conversations, be they about cricket, the West Coast Eagles or the wine industry—I cannot say standing orders, 
however, but anyway we will throw that in for good measure! The work we did in China is something I will 
never forget. I have already mentioned Ningbo and the free-trade wine zone, and then there was the Great Wall 
trek, if you recall that—I am sure you do! You and I stayed down the bottom of the wall—we tried to get up it 
without much luck—but the Clerk showed off by running uphill for at least an hour. He went so far I think we 
lost him in the clouds, didn’t we? He was a very fit and healthy person at that point in time. As my local 
member, I may have to visit you from time to time, particularly given the strategic location of your electorate 
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office in Margaret River; otherwise, we may well have to meet here, and I am sure you could enjoy a Kalgan 
Crossing or two.  

To Malcolm Peacock, Nigel Lake, Julia Lawrinson and staff, your assistance and advice has made my work and 
time here a pleasure. I thank you for everything. Your professionalism has always been of the highest order, and 
our friendships, I am sure, will endure.  

I also have very special regard for Ms Lorraine Coogan, the executive assistant to the President. Her 
professionalism, organisational skills and assistance whenever called on have made my role as Deputy President 
so much easier, rewarding and hopefully effective, for which I thank her dearly.  

That leaves me with best wishes to all retiring members. In no particular order, I would like to mention first and 
foremost Hon Linda Savage, who made a magnificent speech earlier. I think it showed the passion she has for 
the work she has been doing and every reason to think that any upper house of Parliament anywhere in the 
Westminster system would be proud to have her as a member. I mean that in all sincerity. Hon Linda Savage’s 
contribution in three years has been outstanding.  

Hon Helen Bullock had a tough task in Mining and Pastoral. She made a significant contribution, particularly in 
the work we did in China and has worked a lot with the Chinese community in Perth, as well as being an 
effective member in and around the Kalgoorlie area. I wish her well in her future endeavours. 

To Hon Giz Watson: I trust, before I say too much, that she will share that fishing rock with me at Perkins Beach 
from time to time! 

Hon Giz Watson: It depends who gets there first! 

Hon MATT BENSON-LIDHOLM: Hon Giz Watson, as most members know, will be moving to the south 
coast as well. Her contribution over 16 years has likewise been magnificent. Her chairing of the Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, having witnessed that over a number of years now, has been 
first class. I think Hon Giz Watson’s contribution to the effectiveness and smooth running of that committee and 
its role in the Parliament has been first class. I want to thank her for all she has done and certainly for the help 
she has given me. I was never really interested in joining that committee—it worked too hard for my liking! 
Having said that, certainly, the information that committee put in front of all members of Parliament enabled us 
to carry out our duties in a much more informed and, dare I say it, professional manner. I am sad to see Hon Giz 
Watson go, but, as I said, I am sure we will catch up on the south coast.  

Hon Alison Xamon has likewise proved to be a very dynamic member of Parliament, a person who is not afraid 
to speak her mind or voice the opinions of her electorate. She is someone who has worked strenuously in her 
electorate over the past four years and, likewise I wish her well in her future endeavours. Thank you for your 
contribution.  

I have already mentioned Hon Norman Moore. I will immediately move on to Hon Max Trenorden. Hon Max 
Trenorden has had a long and distinguished career; first of all in the Legislative Assembly, then it all fell into 
place and he moved to the Council. I did some work with Hon Max Trenorden on the review of the Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia acts. He is a very knowledgeable man; a person who knows his electorate like the 
back of his hand. I am sad that he cannot be here to make some sort of final contribution, but I am sure that he 
will find plenty to do in retirement because he is a person with many interests and talents.  

Hon Philip Gardiner is a person who I admire enormously. I thought that his valedictory speech yesterday was 
outstanding. He is a man of great ability, having been on the board of Macquarie Bank some years ago. He is a 
person of integrity, he is a person who is fair and he is a person who sees both sides of an argument. He certainly 
puts in a lot of work in his electorate. I take my hat off to him as well.  

I am sad to see that Hon Jon Ford is not here tonight. I have to tell a bit of a story about Jon. He gave me a great 
start when I was first elected. He asked me to chair a review of the Fish Resources Management Act, but he did 
not quite do it that way. We had a caucus meeting and he called for people to put their hand up, “Who would like 
to chair this review of the FRMA?” Some members possibly know that my extended family are commercial 
fishermen on the south coast and, according to the Department of Fisheries, some of them may have had a shady 
past. Jon knew that, which is a bit of a worry because he came back to me after a week or two and said, “Matt, 
that FRMA job that you put your hand up for, I’m going to give the job to you.” I said, “That’s terrific, Jon. 
Thank you very much.” He said, “I know you come from a family of fish poachers but you’re probably the only 
one who knows anything about fishing anyway so you’ve got the job.” I think we started at Esperance, went all 
the way across the south coast, up the west coast and all the way up to Kununurra and produced a document. I 
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am sure Hon Norman Moore would agree that it was very thorough and professional. Again, I would like to 
thank all those people who were involved in that piece of work that luckily for me had my signature on it.  

That leaves me with Hon Ed Dermer. I wish to make a few observations about my learned colleague. During my 
eight years in this place, I have either sat where Hon Linda Savage is or over here so I have had the pleasure of 
Ed’s company for eight years. Ed’s telephone skills are legendary. Ed keeps us all informed of family activities, 
not intentionally, by the way, but it just happens. We can be out in the corridor and hear Ed answer the 
telephone. Even sitting in the chair, quite often I know that the President is required to pull him to order. He then 
very conveniently develops selected deafness. 

Ed does get sidetracked with delusions about the might of Claremont Football Club. I have to remind him of the 
2010 grand final when the Swans defeated the Tigers by one point. The member usually goes very quiet when I 
start to talk about that. The other thing I usually get from him is stories about duck in plum sauce. At one stage I 
had a recipe for tiger tail soup, but it might be politically inappropriate to give that out in this day and age, and 
also because his mob are on top and mine are not. I am sure that Ed realises that when the Black Ducks next play 
the Tigers in a grand final, it will be five out of five for the Black Ducks. I will leave the member to worry about 
that. Ed’s coloured bits of sticker are legendary. Every piece of paper is covered from top to bottom with these 
stickers. He has told me on numerous occasions about a lot of different things, including football, but I think the 
best thing he ever told me about was kangaroo paw propagation. We do not want to go down that track tonight! 

Finally, collectively, I believe that the members I have just spoken about—all members, for that matter—have 
made the state’s Legislative Council a most effective and productive house of review. I am going to miss this 
place. I think that is pretty obvious. I was hoping against the odds that somehow I might survive the election but 
that was not to be. Yes, I am disappointed but I can honestly assure everybody that the memories and friends that 
I have made since 2005 will last with me forever. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [9.24 pm]: Earlier I was 
talking about the establishment of the new mental health court and the extension of the Drug Court to 
incorporate alcohol concerns. I was saying that I had been sitting through the court processes and getting to 
understand how the clinical teams inside the courts were interacting with the legal team and the police 
prosecution. One of the things I found most impressive was the amount of work that went on inside the 
Children’s Court prior to the actual court hearings. A full team of people are involved in assisting those children 
to address their drug or alcohol problems. They sit around in the library with the magistrate and go through each 
case, similar to a case conference, with all the people involved. There would have been 10 or 11 people sitting in 
the library looking at all those cases one at a time, each giving their input to work out whether the young people 
were on track. They would discuss things such as urine analyses that were taken to monitor whether the kids had 
gone back onto some form of drug or alcohol. They talk about the meetings the children have had with their 
counsellors and the progress they are making; their education, if they are in education; their work processes; and 
reports from their employers. All this work is undertaken prior to the young people and their families fronting 
the court so that by the time they get into court the magistrates and all the people who are assisting the young 
people have already worked out a plan for how to further assist them to stay within the Drug Court’s jurisdiction. 
It was very impressive and if ever anything gave me a sense of renewed hope about the way the mental health 
and drug and alcohol courts can assist people in that diversion, it was being there and seeing it in action.  

I started my remarks about having an opportunity last week to meet with the Queensland Mental Health Review 
Tribunal, which has the role of providing forensic mental health services. It undertakes all the determinations 
around people who would normally come under the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board’s jurisdiction, 
but in Queensland this is undertaken by the mental health court, which has responsibility for determining the 
outcomes of people with quite serious mental illness. At the moment in Western Australia the mental health 
court is not going that far, but it is obviously where things might get to in Western Australia if the mental health 
court turns out to be as successful as those in Queensland, which have been operating for about 30 years. There 
has been a recent review of all the cases that have been through the mental health court in Queensland over the 
last 10 or 15 years. It tracked those cases and determined that there was significant benefit in those people 
coming through the mental health court in terms of their improvement in health and lack of re-offending. In 
essence, it demonstrated significant improvements in not only their health but also cost effectiveness. As I say, 
there are many positive things happening in that area that I am quite enthusiastic about.  

I want to talk now about the establishment of WA’s first early psychosis youth centre. The government has 
committed $15.3 million across three years to provide the first of our early psychosis youth centres. They are 
community services to provide early intervention and treatment for young people in the 15–24 age group who 
are demonstrating symptoms of severe mental illness. We have targeted this age group because 75 per cent of 
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serious mental illness cases occur before the age of 25. If we can intervene early at this time and with sufficient 
intensity, we can prevent the progression of these illnesses. We have not had one of these centres operating in 
Western Australia; in fact none of the states has one of these yet. They were to be established in conjunction with 
the commonwealth government. The commonwealth government and Western Australia had been negotiating for 
a long period. It got to the point at which we agreed that the federal government and the state would each put in 
50 per cent of the cost of these centres. I went into bat at cabinet to get these centres funded on the basis that the 
commonwealth government would go 50–50 on them. Unfortunately at this stage, even though Hon Mark Butler, 
the federal Minister for Mental Health and Ageing, wrote to me saying we would get two of these 50 per cent 
shares from the commonwealth government, that funding has not yet eventuated. I believe it still could and I am 
hoping it will. We therefore have the funding. 

However, I do not think it is of any value to start off two half centres, which is what we have funding for in our 
state budget. I also do not like the idea of starting one of these centres in, say, the south, the north, the east, or 
wherever we are going to put them, without the other one being in place. It would be a bit of a recipe for disaster, 
because the amount of traffic or usage focused on that one centre would be such that it would make it quite 
difficult to operate. Nevertheless, as I say, we have the funding already allocated to establish one of these 
centres. I am desperately trying to get the second one to happen at the same time. We might end up having to 
start with one first and when the commonwealth comes good with its funding, we will be able to put the second 
one in place. So, I guess that is the way we are going with that. 

The other area I want to talk about is the continuation of the suicide prevention strategy in WA. That had an 
allocation four years ago of $13 million. In that time 40 community action plans, seven statewide plans and 
84 agency pledges have now been developed across 251 locations and 161 organisations through which they are 
formally committed to increasing awareness and understanding of suicide prevention. To date, the suicide 
prevention strategy has focused mostly on regional and rural areas. Information that is more recent to us 
indicates that we should now be focusing on the urban outer areas of the metropolitan area as well. Being able to 
continue that strategy and take on this new area as well, although some of that has already commenced, is 
another area that I am looking forward to. 

Probably the last thing I am going to say right now about mental health is the development of the comprehensive 
10-year mental health services plan as recommended by the Stokes review. When Bryant Stokes did his review 
on the admission and discharge practices around mental health services, he came up with a number of 
recommendations, and a couple of them were very clear. One was to have a clinical services plan in place for 
this current financial year and next year, and then in this 12-month period to have developed a fully 
comprehensive mental health services plan that would pick up everything from the expansion of forensic mental 
health services, to a dedicated youth mental health stream, to more of the community-based subacute facilities—
basically indicating the full range of services that need to be in place to ensure that we really come to terms with 
the issues around mental health services. We are not starting from scratch on this. When the Reid review of 
health services in Western Australia was undertaken, it became the blueprint for clinical services planning for 
health across this state. But mental health services were left out of that process. Basically, we are talking about 
the equivalent of developing a mental health services plan, and that is to be completed by the end of this year. 
This plan will indicate to us is where we should be at with Graylands Hospital. We hear a lot about whether it 
should continue in its current form, whether it should be there at all, whether the forensic services should be 
moved adjacent to prisons or whether it should be kept on the Graylands site. There is a lot of discussion about 
how we can do it better than it is currently being done on the Graylands Hospital site. This plan will contain the 
government’s position on all those things. That work is continuing. A lot of work is happening in mental health, 
as members know. 

I move now to the provision of drug and alcohol services. I feel very comfortable that the Mental Health 
Commission has the bit between its teeth in the areas I have been talking about and my interest is now moving 
towards the provision of drug and alcohol services. One of the reasons that I wanted the Mental Health 
Commission to merge with the Drug and Alcohol Office is that I believe they can bring synergies to a lot of 
services. For example, the Drug and Alcohol Office has what I consider to be one of the best national public 
education approaches to these services and that can benefit the Mental Health Commission. Equally, it has an 
extremely good integrated service capacity whereby not-for-profit, non-government and government 
organisations work in an integrated fashion in one facility. A person who attended a Drug and Alcohol Office 
facility would not know whether they were being seen for part of that person’s time there by someone who was 
employed by a non-government organisation or a government agency. They work in a fully integrated fashion 
inside an integrated facility where files, information and everything else is shared in a seamless, integrated 
service. If we can make that happen in mental health, we will be much better off for it. I am very keen to see a 
lot of the work culture being shared and initiatives implemented from a merged Drug and Alcohol Office and 
Mental Health Commission. 
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I have already talked a little about the expansion of the Drug Court to be a drug and alcohol court. We are 
undertaking that process in the metropolitan area at this stage by targeting individuals whose harmful alcohol use 
has contributed to their offending. To date, they have been precluded from participating in the Drug Court, yet it 
seems to me to be a natural expansion of the Drug Court to take on alcohol problems as well. People have seen 
that as a fairly good move. The expansion is proposed to be piloted for a period of up to 36 months and will be 
evaluated at 18 months and at the end of the 36 months. Hopefully, it will demonstrate its usefulness and can be 
expanded across the metropolitan area. 

A dual-purpose centre is being built in Carnarvon to provide a daytime counselling service and prevention 
service with an overnight sobering up centre in the one facility. This is the first time in Western Australia that we 
have trialled a dual-purpose facility that can also accommodate rehabilitation and detoxification services in the 
one place. I was terribly distressed when I visited Carnarvon and saw people who had been brought into the 
sobering up facility staying overnight in the jail because that is the sobering up and detoxification service. We 
are building a purpose-built centre on the hospital site so that those people can once again be looked at, treated 
and considered in the context of a health service.  

[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.]  

Hon HELEN MORTON: I want to finish talking about the Carnarvon facility. I think that we have been very 
successful in destigmatising mental health services over the last four to eight years. People are prepared to accept 
that people who recover from mental illness go on to have terrific lifestyles, hold responsible jobs, have great 
family relationships and continue to make fabulous contributions to the community. However, we have not been 
able to get out the same anti-stigma messages about people who have drug and alcohol addictions. That is the 
area that I would like to focus on now. I want to start to bring about that same understanding and awareness 
around drug and alcohol addiction that we see with mental illness. It is an illness that people can recover from. 
We have a number of very successful programs operating throughout the state but for whatever reason people 
still do not feel like getting up and talking about how successful they have been in their recovery from a drug and 
alcohol problem, whereas they are prepared at this stage to talk about recovery from a mental illness. Hopefully, 
the dual-purpose centre at Carnarvon is the beginning of some additional work in that area.  

I want to talk about some of the specific initiatives that are taking place around the child protection and family 
support area. One of the election commitments we made was to complete a new 12-room crisis accommodation 
and support service in Busselton. This is primarily around the area of family and domestic violence. In 2013–14, 
the state government allocated funding of $720 000 million over 12 months for the provision of the Busselton 
women’s refuge. The grant agreement term is from June this year until May 2014. That property has already 
been secured through the Department of Housing capital assistance program for the provision of the Busselton 
women’s refuge. Lotterywest has provided the grant for the capital equipment, the property, the improvements 
and a motor vehicle. The Department for Child Protection and Family Support is working with the City of 
Busselton and the Busselton women’s refuge to develop the service model for the refuge. It is proposed that the 
refuge will be a 12-room facility accommodating up to 35 women and children at risk of homelessness due to 
family and domestic violence or other life crises. Women and children in the South West Region will be able to 
access the service and referrals will also be accepted from other regions and the metropolitan area to provide 
enhanced safety. In light of the State Coroner’s findings following the investigation into the death of Andrea 
Louise Pickett on 12 January 2009, the model will also provide a response to the identified gaps in the Perth 
metropolitan specialist family and domestic violence accommodation and support system.  

The other initiative in the same area is the establishment of two new family refuges in the metropolitan area. The 
election commitment was an allocated budget of $4 million in this area and $1 million recurrent annual funding 
for support and outreach services to manage the impact and address the prevalence of family and domestic 
violence. We will provide these two new refuges in the metropolitan area—one in the north and one in the 
south—for women and children fleeing family and domestic violence. When I was in opposition, I was the 
shadow Minister for Women’s Interests and I decided to travel through all the communities from the very north 
of the state right down to the south and throughout the metropolitan area. I met with women’s groups all over the 
state. I also met with multicultural groups and different religious groups. They invited me to various things and 
invariably all these women had one thing in common. Whether they were from a religious or multicultural group 
or lived in the north of the state or in the metropolitan area, at Curtin or out in Maddington, they all had one 
requirement—for women and children to live free of the fear of violence. 

I think that our commitment to establishing some more family refuges in the metropolitan area will help, and 
these, in cluster models, will foster women’s independence in being able to have some of that safety from 
violence, but I actually think the other strong commitment that goes with this is the requirement for women to 
have a safer stay at home with their children, and for the perpetrators of violence to be taken away from the 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 15 May 2013] 

 p551b-576a 
Hon Helen Morton; Deputy President; President; Hon Martin Aldridge; Hon Dave Grills; Hon Linda Savage; 

Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm 

 [27] 

home and placed in some place where they can receive the sort of assistance that they need to ensure that women 
and girls throughout the state can eventually have that sense of living free from that fear of violence. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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